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6+1 Trait® Historical Writing Rubrics 
 

Developed by West Valley teachers from resources of 

Education Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

(www.nwrel.org/assessment/department.php?d=1) 

 

WOW! 
Exceeds Expectations 

 

5 Strong: 
Shows control and skill in this trait; 

many strengths present. 

 

 

4 Effective: 
On balance, the strengths outweigh the 

weaknesses; a small amount of 

revision is needed. 

 

 

3 Developing: 
Strengths and need for improvement 

are about equal; writing is about 

halfway home. 

 

 

2 Emerging: 
Need for revision outweighs strengths; 

isolated moments hint at what the 

writer has in mind. 

 

 

1 Not Yet: 
A bare beginning, the writer is not yet 

showing any control.    

http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/department.php?d=1
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Ideas and Content 

5 The purpose of the paper is clear and focused around clear analytical categories with an 

argument that is supported with relevant historical evidence. 

 

 Argument is comprehensive, substantive and focused – an engaging, original and 

courageous interpretation of the historical subject or writing prompt. 

 Writer cogently presents the argument but also recognizes the complexity of the historical 

subject or writing prompt and anticipates significant questions or concerns from the 

reader. 

 Analysis is organized around substantive social studies categories – economics, society, 

politics, culture, geography and environment. 

 Analysis is built upon a framework of specific historical documents and facts 

representing relevant people, places, times, events and ideas that together develop the 

central argument. 

 Writing illustrates a detailed understanding of accepted historical interpretations as well 

as providing insights and ideas that are fresh and original, meaningful and intellectually 

courageous. 

 Writer considers the implications of the specific subject on larger historic themes of race, 

class and gender, specifically addressing changes over time and contemporary relevance. 

 

3 The writer is beginning to define the topic, though description and narrative are 

substituted for analysis. 

 

 Argument is generic or responds specifically to only part of the prompt or to the prompt 

as a whole in a superficial manner. 

 Analysis provides minimal or superficial insight into the connection between the subject 

and major historical themes or may ignore obvious questions or concerns from the reader. 

 Argument is not supported by appropriate or sufficient evidence or consists of mere 

recitation of facts and little analysis. 

 Writer goes little beyond the analysis presented in the textbook or discussed in class. 

 Writer does little to consider the implications of the specific subject on larger historic 

themes or fails to address changes over time or contemporary relevance. 

 

1 The writing has no clear sense of purpose or central theme and does not respond to the 

prompt. 

 

 Writing fails to respond to the prompt or goes little beyond disconnected, random or 

repetitious thought. 

 Writing illuminates no connections between the subject and major historical themes or 

the implications of the subject on larger themes. 

 Argument is unsupported by evidence or uses evidence that is not relevant. 

 Writing does not go beyond a basic restatement of the prompt. 
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Organization 

 

5 Paper is organized around a central thesis, which is explicit from the very beginning 

and develops throughout the paper. 

 

 Thesis provides a general statement of the writer’s argument as well as a presentation of 

the specific analytical points that will be addressed throughout the paper. 

 Writer employs an appropriate organizational structure (cause and effect, 

comparison/contrast, economic/political/social, etc.) that enhances the interpretation of 

the subject matter or writing prompt. 

 Each paragraph prioritizes main points and begins with a clear topic sentence that directly 

relates the factual points to be presented in the paragraph back to the thesis statement. 

 All factual points and analysis contained in each paragraph are relevant and support the 

main point presented in the topic sentence. 

 Clear transitions create relationships between ideas and the organization flows from the 

end of one paragraph to the beginning of the next, explicitly emphasizing how and why 

the factual evidence develops the thesis. 

 Conclusion restates the thesis and provides direction for further inquiry for both writer 

and reader, including personal opinion if applicable. 

 

3 The writing has a rudimentary organization, though coherence is lost as the essay 

progresses, and organization does not progress the argument. 

 

 Thesis statement is generic, responding specifically to only part of the prompt or to the 

prompt as a whole in a superficial manner. 

 A basic organizational structure is evident in the writing, but it is not evident in the thesis 

and may be inappropriate for the prompt. 

 Individual paragraphs may be well organized, but there is little coherence apparent in the 

essay as a whole, or ideas in the essay as a whole are coherent but are not organized 

effectively or appropriately into paragraphs. 

 Paragraph transitions do not relate ideas to one another and ideas are occasionally 

unconnected to the analysis, with no sense of emphasis placed on any particular point or 

argument. 

 Conclusion is no more than a wrap-up and restatement of thesis, leaving the reader 

asking, “so what?” 

 

1 The writer provides little structure to assist the reader or allow ideas to develop. 

 

 Writing is not organized around a central thesis and seems little more than a random 

collection of ideas. 

 Writer provides no guidance for the reader as to what is important within the essay. 

 After coming to the end of the essay, reader is prompted to ask, “why?” 
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VOICE 

 

5 The writer is aware of the audience and understands how the language used conveys 

meaning and influences the reader’s understanding and acceptance of the arguments 

presented. 

 

 Tone and word choice are scholarly, confident, clear and consistent. 

 Writing is sufficiently formal, utilizing language that can be understood by a diverse 

audience, not riddled with slang and jargon that limits meaning to a select few. 

 Content is presented in a sincere and honest manner, conveying why the reader should 

care about the topic, going beyond analysis to provide a sense of meaning. 

 Personality of the writer is evident in the tone and word choice, but no undue attention is 

drawn to the author, thus diminishing the impact of the argument and analysis – NO 

FIRST PERSON. 

 Writer understands that more than one analysis or argument is valid, but does not 

equivocate – NO “I think…” or “In my opinion….” 

 

3 The writing is either inappropriate for the audience or fails to convey the personality of 

the writer but is otherwise suitable. 

 

 Tone of the writing is too personal and not scholarly, and may be inconsistent as the 

essay develops. 

 Writing is riddled with slang and jargon to the degree that only an insider could decipher 

it. 

 Personality of the writer is nowhere to be seen or the writer's tone trivializes the topic, 

suggesting to the reader that the writer is insincere, having little or nothing invested in the 

arguments and analysis presented. 

 Writing is weakened by the inclusion of self-conscious references to the writer. 

 

1 The writing is anonymous and completely inappropriate for a scholarly essay. 

 

 Essay could have been written by anyone and for any purpose. 

 Writing does not appear to have been written for the reader. 

 Text is indecipherable and impenetrable in places. 
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WORD CHOICE 

 

5 The writer’s choice of words conveys the intended message in a precise, interesting and 

natural way. 

 

 Writing uses the language of the social studies disciplines – economics, society, politics, 

culture, geography and environment – to guide the reader through the analysis and 

argument. 

 Words are specific and accurate – proper nouns, historical terminology and content-

specific language are utilized in context whenever possible. 

 Striking, original words and phrases hold the reader's attention and create a sense of the 

writer’s voice; historical language need not be limited or boring. 

 Writer chooses words based on how well they work, not on how clever they sound; does 

not overuse vocabulary words or the thesaurus. 

 Active verbs, vivid adjectives and other modifiers add life and specificity to the writing. 

 

3 The writing consists of a rudimentary vocabulary, getting the basic meaning across, but 

very little of the nuance or passion of the writer’s argument. 

 

 Language used conveys nothing specific to the social studies, adding little to the writer’s 

analysis. 

 Writing contains little that is imaginative or vivid; it may be concrete but not precise. 

 Word choice is limited or unoriginal and fails to give a sense of the writer's voice. 

 Unique word choices made by the writer seem inappropriate and even contrived. 

 

1 Word choice is poor and actually gets in the way of the argument being conveyed by the 

writer. 

 

 Words are non-specific and limited in their meaning. 

 Words are used incorrectly or inappropriately leaving the reader to wonder more about 

the writer than the analysis. 

 Language is unimaginative and lifeless, loaded with clichés. 
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SENTENCE FLUENCY 

 

5 The writing consists of sentences that have a strong and varied structure and has an 

easy flow, rhythm and cadence. 

 

 Sentences vary in length as well as structure providing a mixture of simple, complex and 

compound sentences. 

 Sentence structure enhances the meaning of the factual and analytical information 

presented in the writing, effectively and appropriately relating ideas to each other. 

 Information from primary and secondary sources are integrated into the analysis and 

appropriately cited. 

 Quality quotations are integrated into the text and are not overly long or used excessively. 

 Creative and precise transitions between sentences and thoughts show how each point 

relates to the ones before it. 

 Writing is clearly a polished, final draft and could be easily read aloud. 

 

3 The structure of the writing is unimaginative, sticking to basic sentence formats with 

little or no variety. 

 

 Writing is limited in its choice of sentence structures and there is no purpose to the types 

that are chosen. 

 Material from sources is included but not effectively integrated into the text. 

 Quotes are excessively long, overly used or not closely related to the text. 

 There are few, if any, transitions and therefore little flow to the writing. 

 Writing is in need of additional revision and sounds jarring when read aloud. 

 

1 The writing is generic and numbing to the reader. 

 

 Writing consists of one predominant sentence structure or sentence structure shows 

problems such as run-on sentences, fragments, subject-verb agreement, etc. 

 There are no quotes or quotes used that are inappropriate. 

 Writing has no flow and seems disjointed and disconnected. 
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CONVENTIONS 
 

5 The writing is complex enough to show skill with a wide range of conventions, but not 

so overly formal as to conceal the author’s personality or hinder the arguments and 

analysis at hand. 

 

 Writer uses active voice and does not hide the absence of factual support or historical 

responsibility behind passive voice. 

 Historical narrative is written in simple past tense while historiographical analysis is in 

present tense. 

 Spelling is correct and capitalization is appropriate and, when in question, consistent. 

 Spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, usage and paragraph structure are utilized 

to enhance readability. 

 Accurate punctuation guides the reader through the text, conveying relationships among 

ideas and is consistent throughout the writing. 

 Grammar and usage are correct and contribute to both clarity and style. 

 

3 The writing is overly formal or colloquial and inappropriate for the writer, audience or 

subject matter. 

 

 Writer hides a lack of factual support by using passive voice to cover up such gaps in 

information. 

 Writing lapses into present tense for historical events or past tense for analysis. 

 Writing contains significant errors of spelling, capitalization, grammar or word usage. 

 Problems with conventions draw the reader's attention away from the writer's analysis or 

detract from the clarity of the writing. 

 Writing contains errors in punctuation or uses punctuation inconsistently. 

 

1 The writing contains many basic errors and appears to be no more than a first or 

second draft. 

 

 Passive voice and present tense predominate, leaving the reader wondering where and 

when the events of the essay take place. 

 Errors of spelling, capitalization, grammar and word usage are persistent and greatly 

hinder the reader. 

 Errors in punctuation are persistent. 
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Constitution Day 
Constitution/Citizenship Day: September 17th  

 

This day commemorates the September 17, 1787, signing of the United States Constitution. In 

2004, Congress passed a provision requiring every school that receives federal money to teach 

about the Constitution on September 17th of each year.  When September 17th falls on a Saturday, 

Sunday or a holiday, Constitution Day shall be held during the preceding or following week. 
 

The websites provided below contain materials that can be publicly accessed for general use or 

as teaching materials in the classroom. 
 

Celebrate Constitution Day 

(www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/constitution/constitution-day.html) 

Read the Constitution in its original form and in a transcript. View webcasts of Senator 

Byrd’s remarks and discussions on federalism and checks and balances. 
 

The Charters of Freedom 

(www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/constitution.html) 

View high resolution scans of the original, signed Constitution. Obtain a transcript. Read an 

essay about the Constitutional Convention. Learn dozens of fascinating facts about the 

Constitution. Learn about each of the signers of the Constitution. 
 

Teaching With Documents: Observing Constitution Day 

(www.archives.gov/education/lessons/constitution-day/index.html) 

Activities, lesson plans, and information for all grade levels 
 

National Constitution Center 

(www.constitutioncenter.org) 
 

The United States Constitution 

(www.constitutionus.com) 
 

Thinkfinity  
(www.thinkfinity.org) 

Use the search engine to find grade level specific lessons, which support and are aligned to 

national standards. 
ARTSEDGE lessons incorporate the National Standards for Arts Education. 

EconEdLink lessons address the Voluntary National Content Standards in Economics. 

EDSITEment references the following standards, accessible from their Reference Shelf. 

 IRA/NCTE Standards for the English Language Arts 

 National Geography Standards 

 National Council for the Social Studies Curriculum Standards 

 National Standards for Arts Education 

 National Standards for Foreign Language Education 

 National Standards for Civics and Government 

Illuminations lessons incorporate or "illuminate" the NCTM Principles and Standards for School 

Mathematics. 

ReadWriteThink lessons address the IRA/NCTE Standards for the English Language Arts. 

Science NetLinks' content is organized around the Benchmarks for Science Literacy. 

National Geographic Education lessons are aligned to the National Geography Standards. 

 

 

http://www.constitutioncenter.org/
http://www.constitutionus.com/
http://www.thinkfinity.org/
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Project R.E.A.C.H. 
Respecting Ethnic and Cultural Heritage 

(available from your school librarian) 

Curriculum Manuals 
 

REACH for Kids Seed Curriculum (Elementary) 

Provides a model for integrating the disciplines and infusing lessons and activities with 

multicultural/global perspectives. The curriculum contains a unit at each grade level, K-6, 

incorporating a variety of academic disciplines, building self-esteem and human relations skills, 

and developing multicultural/global awareness and skills. 
 

Project REACH Teacher Guide (Junior High) 

Provides lessons and activities to prepare students to live effectively and positively within a 

culturally diverse world. The guide attempts to influence students at two levels – information and 

attitudes – by involving them in activities in four phases: communications skills, cultural self-

awareness, multicultural knowledge, and cross-cultural experience. 
 

REACH Multicultural Education Guide (High School) 

Provides an easy-to-follow model for infusing multicultural concepts into existing curriculum. 

There are sample lessons in nearly all subject areas to provide clear examples for high school 

educators. Other sections of the manual include rationale for getting started in multicultural 

education, a self-assessment instrument useful for examining the “hidden curriculum,” and an 

annotated bibliography. 

 

Ethnic Perspectives Series Books (grades 7-12) 
 

An African American Perspective… a Special Report by Colleen Almojuela and Bettie Sing Luke  

The REACH Center for Multicultural and Global Education 2003 
 

An American Indian Perspective… a Special Report by Karleen Wolfe  

The REACH Center for Multicultural and Global Education, 2006 
 

An Asian American Perspective… a Special Report by Bettie Sing Luke  

The REACH Center for Multicultural and Global Education, 2003 
 

A European American Perspective… a Special Report by Tom McKenna The REACH Center for 

Multicultural and Global Education, 2005 
 

A Hispanic/Latino Perspective… a Special Report by Rebecca Duran  

The REACH Center for Multicultural and Global Education, 2003 
 

Voices of the Sea People: A Pacific Islander American Perspective… a Special Report  

by Eru (Edwin) Bryers Napia  

The REACH Center for Multicultural and Global Education, 2004 

 

(www.reachctr.org) 

 

http://www.reachctr.org/


 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District   11   Resources: Amercian Studies 

Social Studies Curriculum – Appendix   Revised June 2018 

Resources: American Studies 
ADDITIONAL SUGGESTED DOCUMENTS, 

RESOURCES & ACTIVITIES 

 

GRADE 8 SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

Three Worlds Meet 

 Native American Demographic 

Statistics 

 Constitution of the Iroquois Nations 

 Treaty of Tordesillas, Papal Bull of 

1493 

 Artwork of Theodore de Bry 

 Maps of Exploration 

 

Colonization & Settlement 

 Virginia Charter, Mayflower Compact, 

Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, 

Maryland Toleration Act 

 Maps of Early Colonies 

 Writings of Benjamin Franklin 

 

Revolution & New Nation 

 Nathaniel Bacon’s Declaration 

 Stamp Act, Townshend Duties, 

Intolerable Acts, Broadsides and 

Propaganda 

 Articles of Confederation 

 Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers 

 Abigail Adams’ “Remember the 

Ladies” Letter 

 Washington’s Farewell Address 

 Art of John Trumbull, Gilbert Stuart, 

Charles Willson Peale, John Singleton 

Copely 

 

Expansion & Reform 

 Marbury vs. Madison 

 Worcester vs. Georgia, Cherokee Cases 

 Gibbons vs. Ogden 

 McCulloch vs. Maryland 

 Missouri Compromise 

 Fugitive Slave Act, Dred Scott vs. 

Sandford 

 Artwork of George Catlin, Karl Bodmer 

 Artwork of the Hudson River School 

 

RECENT U.S. HISTORY 1 
 

Civil War & Reconstruction 

 Lincoln’s 1st and 2nd Inaugural 

Addresses 

 Political cartoons from Harper’s 

Weekly and other publications 

 Matthew Brady Photographs 

 Black Codes, Jim Crow Laws 

 

Development of the Industrial United 

States 

 The Significance of the Frontier in 

American History  
by Frederick Jackson Turner 

Nabu Press, 2011 (978-1-179-55791-5) 

 Homestead, Pacific Railway, Morrill 

Acts 

 Dawes Act 

 Interstate Commerce, Sherman Anti-

Trust Acts 

 Omaha Platform of the Populist Party 

 Plessy vs. Ferguson 

 Census and immigration data 
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RECENT U.S. HISTORY 2 
Emergence of Modern America 

 Platt and Teller Amendments 

 Annexation of Hawaii 

 William McKinley’s Benevolent 

Assimilation Proclamation 

 Theodore Roosevelt’s Corollary to the 

Monroe Doctrine 

 Harlem Renaissance Art and Literature 

 The Jungle by Upton Sinclair (1906) 

Dover Publications, 2011  

(978-0-486-41923-1) 

 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th Amendments 

 

Great Depression & World War II 

 Lend-Lease Act 

 Franklin Roosevelt’s Fireside Chats 

 World War II Recruiting, Bond Drive 

Posters 

 General Dwight Eisenhower’s Order of 

the Day for Invasion of Normandy 

 Servicemen’s Readjustment Act (G.I. 

Bill) 

 The Charter of the United Nations 

 

Postwar United States 

 Brown vs. Board of Education 

 Truman Doctrine 

 Marshall Plan 

 NSC-68 

 Joseph McCarthy’s Wheeling (WV) 

Speech 

 John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address 

 Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 

 Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights 

Act of 1965 

 The Feminine Mystique  
by Betty Friedan (1963) 

W.W. Norton & Co., 2001  

(978-0-393-32257-6) 

 

Contemporary United States 

 Richard Nixon’s Resignation Speech, 

Farewell Address 

 War Powers Act 

 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 

 Trans-Alaska Pipeline Legislation 

 Bakke vs. California 

 Ronald Reagan’s 1st Inaugural Address 

 Final Report of the Iran-Contra 

Investigation Independent Counsel 

Executive Summary 

 Americans with Disabilities Act 

 George W. Bush’s Speech to Congress 

on September 20, 2001 

 PATRIOT Act 
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Resources: K-12 
NOTE: Due to the dynamic nature of the Internet, 

websites should always be reviewed before student use. 

 

Internet Sites for Professional Organizations 
 

Center for Civic Education  

(www.civiced.org) 

 

National Center for History in the Schools 

(www.nchs.ucla.edu) 

 

Council on Economic Education 

(www.councilforeconed.org) 

 

United States Census Bureau 

(www.gardow.com/davebradlee/redistricting) 

 

National Council for Geographic Education 

(www.ncge.org) 

 

National Council for History Education 

(www.nche.net) 

 

National Council for the Social Studies 

(www.ncss.org) 

 

The Dirksen Congressional Center 

(www.congresslink.org) 

 

Internet Websites for Social Studies Teaching Materials 
 

Alaska Humanities Forum  

Alaska History and Cultural Studies is the new 

online curriculum designed to teach Alaskan high 

school students about their state, its rich history and 

its people. Never before has so much information 

about Alaska been accessible from one website. The 

curriculum is designed to meet the state's Alaska 

History graduation requirement and related 

performance standards. The Alaska Humanities 

Forum and the state's leading historians, 

anthropologists, geographers, and educators 

developed the course. It is an authoritative 

compilation of information and thought provoking 

questions about the 49th State. 

(www.akhf.org) 

 

Alaska Native Knowledge Network  

Resources for compiling and exchanging 

information related to Alaska Native knowledge 

systems and ways of knowing. 

(www.ankn.uaf.edu/index.html) 

 

Alaska State Library  

(www.library.alaska.gov) 

 

Avalon Project: Documents in Law, History & 

Diplomacy 

(http://avalon.law.yale.edu) 
 

EdTech Teacher Resource: Best of History 

Websites  

(www.besthistorysites.net) 

 

EconEdLink 

(www.econedlink.org) 

 

National Endowment for the Humanities  

(http://edsitement.neh.gov) 

 

U.C. Davis – The History Project: A History 

Teacher’s Bag of Tricks 

(http://marchand.historyproject.ucdavis.edu) 

 

Internet Modern History Sourcebook 

(www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook.html) 

 

KidsVoting 

(www.kidsvotingusa.org) 

 

Library of Congress  

(www.loc.gov/index.html) 

 

National Geographic 

(www.nationalgeographic.com) 

 

National Geographic Expeditions 

(www.nationalgeographicexpeditions.com) 

 

http://www.civiced.org/
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/
http://www.councilforeconed.org/
http://www.gardow.com/davebradlee/redistricting
http://www.ncge.org/
http://www.nche.net/
http://www.ncss.org/
http://www.congresslink.org/
http://www.akhf.org/
http://www.ankn.uaf.edu/index.html
http://www.library.alaska.gov/
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/
http://www.besthistorysites.net/
http://www.econedlink.org/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/
http://marchand.historyproject.ucdavis.edu/
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook.html
http://www.kidsvotingusa.org/
http://www.loc.gov/index.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.nationalgeographicexpeditions.com/


 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District   17   Resources: K-12 

Social Studies Curriculum – Appendix   Revised June 2018 

 

National Museum of the American Indian 

(www.nmai.si.edu) 

 

Project Citizen 

(http://new.civiced.org/programs/project-citizen) 

 

R.E.A.C.H. Materials 
See separate appendix page. 

(www.reachctr.org) 

 

Smithsonian – History & Culture 
(www.si.edu/encyclopedia/search/history_and_cult

ure) 

 

Teaching Tolerance  

(www.tolerance.org) 

 

Thinkfinity  
Use the search engine to find grade level specific 

lessons, which support and are aligned to national 

standards. 

(www.thinkfinity.org) 

 

U.S. National Archives & Records Administration  

Teaching with documents and lesson plans. 

(www.archives.gov/education/lessons/index.html) 

 

VeconLab Economic Experiments 

(http://veconlab.econ.virginia.edu/admin.htm) 

 

We The People 
(http://new.civiced.org/programs/wtp) 

 

World History for Us All 

(http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/default.php) 

 

A Bibliography for the History of Skagway, 

Alaska, and the Klondike - Tennessee 

Archaeology Net Bibliography 

(http://capone.edu/kesmith/TNARCHNET/Pubs/go

ldrush.html) 

 

Alaska Digital Library - Alaska State Library  

(http://vilda.alaska.edu) 

 

Alaska Federation of Natives 

(http://www.nativefederation.org) 

 

Alaska History and Cultural Studies - Alaska 

Humanities Forum 

(www.akhistorycourse.org) 

Alaska Native Heritage Center 

(http://www.alaskanative.net) 

 

Alaska Native Knowledge Network 

University of Alaska Fairbanks 

(www.ankn.uaf.edu/index.html) 

 

Alaska State Historical Collections 

Alaska State Library  

(http://library.alaska.gov/hist/hist.html) 

 

Alaskool: Alaska Native History, Education, 

Languages and Culture 

The Alaska Native Curriculum and Teacher 

Development Project Team (www.alaskool.org) 

 

Arctic Studies Center 

Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History  

(www.mnh.si.edu/arctic/index.html) 

 

Choices Program 

(www.choices.edu) 

 

City of Fairbanks.  

(www.fairbanks.alaska.us) 

 

National Parks Service 

(www.nps.gov/akso/index.cfm) 

 

The Nuclear Legacy of Project Chariot  

by Norman Chance, University of Connecticut 

(http://arcticcircle.uconn.edu/VirtualClassroom/Ch

ariot/chariot.html) 

 

The OYEZ Project 

Alaska vs. Native Village of Venetie Tribal 

Government, 522 U.S. 520 (1998) 

(www.oyez.org/cases/) 

 

Valley of the Shadow 

Two Communities in the American Civil War 

(http://valley.vcdh.virginia.edu) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nmai.si.edu/
http://new.civiced.org/programs/project-citizen
http://www.reachctr.org/
http://www.si.edu/encyclopedia/search/history_and_culture
http://www.si.edu/encyclopedia/search/history_and_culture
http://www.tolerance.org/
http://www.thinkfinity.org/
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/index.html
http://veconlab.econ.virginia.edu/admin.htm
http://new.civiced.org/programs/wtp
http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/default.php
http://capone.edu/kesmith/TNARCHNET/Pubs/goldrush.html
http://capone.edu/kesmith/TNARCHNET/Pubs/goldrush.html
http://vilda.alaska.edu/
http://www.nativefederation.org/
http://www.akhistorycourse.org/
http://www.alaskanative.net/
http://www.ankn.uaf.edu/index.html
http://library.alaska.gov/hist/hist.html
http://www.alaskool.org/
http://www.mnh.si.edu/arctic/index.html
http://www.choices.edu/
http://www.fairbanks.alaska.us/
http://www.nps.gov/akso/index.cfm
http://arcticcircle.uconn.edu/VirtualClassroom/Chariot/chariot.html
http://arcticcircle.uconn.edu/VirtualClassroom/Chariot/chariot.html
http://www.oyez.org/cases/
http://valley.vcdh.virginia.edu/
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Resources: Elementary 
General Resources 

 
Building Skills by Exploring Maps: Ancient 

Civilizations by Alaska Hults  

Creative Teaching Press, 2005 

(978-1-591-98124-4) 

 

Doing History: Investigating With Children in 

Elementary and Middle Schools  
by Linda S. Levstik, & Keith C. Barton,  

4th Edition Routledge, 2010  

(978-0-415-87301-7) 

 

Goldmines and Pipelines: The Story of the 

Fairbanks Community, 2013 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 

 

Hands-on History: Ancient Civilizations 

Activities by Garth Sundem,  

Shell Education, 2007  

(978-1-425-80369-8) 

 

Historical Thinking and Other Unnatural Acts: 

Charting the Future of Teaching the Past  
by Sam Wineburg  

Temple University Press, 2001 

(978-1-566-39856-5) 

 

Interdisciplinary Thematic Units  
by Teacher Created Resources, 2004 

 Ancient Egypt (978-1-557-34575-2) 

 Greece (978-1-557-34576-9) 

 Rome (978-1-557-34574-5) 

 World Religions (978-1-557-34624-7) 

 Multicultural Holidays                             

(978-1-557-346155-5) 

 

Kagan: Cooperative Learning  

by Spencer Kagan  

Resources for Teachers, Inc., 1999  

(978-1-879-09710-9) 

 

 

 

National Geographic Kids 

(http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids) 

Notebook Foldables for Spirals, Binders and 

Composition Notebooks, Dinah Zike  

Dinah-Might Adventures LP, 2011 

(978-1-882-79627-4) 

 

Teaching Values – Reaching Kids  
by Linda Schwartz  

Learning Works, 1997  

(978-0-881-60299-9) 

 

That's Not in My American History Book: A 

Compilation of Little Known Events and 

Forgotten Heroes by Thomas Ayres  

Taylor Trade Publishing, 2004  

(978-1-589-79107-7) 

 

Wee Can Celebrate: Daily Journal Prompts 

using 6 + 1 Trait® Writing Strategies for 

Grades K-1 by McMahon & Warrick  

Education Northwest, 2010 

(978-0-893-54111-8) 

 

Wee Can Travel: Aligning 6 + 1 Trait® 

Strategies with Social Studies Standards for 

Elementary Students by McMahon & Warrick 

Education Northwest, 2010  

(978-0-893-54145-3) 

 

We Were There, Too! Young People in U.S. 

History by Farrar, Straus and Giroux  

BYR, 1st Edition, 2001  

(978-0-374-38252-0) 

 

World Civilizations and Cultures  

by Don Blattner  

Mark Twain Media/Carson-Dellosa Publishing 

Company, 2012 

(978-1-580-37634-1) 

 

 

  

http://www.amazon.com/Historical-Thinking-Other-Unnatural-Acts/dp/1566398568/sr=1-1/qid=1172530329/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/104-9736926-2967947?ie=UTF8&s=books
http://www.amazon.com/Historical-Thinking-Other-Unnatural-Acts/dp/1566398568/sr=1-1/qid=1172530329/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/104-9736926-2967947?ie=UTF8&s=books
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Book List 
 

Students should be encouraged to read widely and to select materials, fiction and nonfiction, that appeal to 

their varied interests and abilities. Additionally, the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 

curriculum is based on the Alaska Standards for Literacy in History. 
 

The book list below is not a comprehensive list nor are these texts guaranteed to be available within the 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District.  Additionally, texts should be reviewed for appropriate 

reading level(s) and subject matter prior to being used in a particular class or unit.  Suggestions for 

additional titles to be included can be sent to the Curriculum Department. 

 

ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS 

 
Detectives in Togas by Henry Winterfeld 

Sandpiper, 2002 (978-13-0-152-16280-1) 

 

The Egypt Game by Snyder Zilpha Keatley  

Atheneum Books, 2012 (B-001HAY3ZA) 

 

The Magnificent Mummy Maker  
by Elvira Woodruff, Scholastic Paperbacks, 

1995 (978-0-590-45743-9)

Pegasus by Marianna Mayer 

Harper Collins, 1998 (978-0-688-13382-5) 

 

The Secrets of Vesuvius by Caroline Lawrence 

Orion Books, 2010 (978-1-842-55021-2) 

 

The Wadjet Eye by Jill Rubalcaba 

Clarion Books, 2006 (978-0-618-68927-9) 

 

 

 

WORLD EXPLORATION 

 
Around the World in 100 Years: From Henry 

the Navigator to Magellan by Jean Fritz 

Puffin, 1998 (978-0-698-11638-2) 

 

Encounter by Jane Yolen 

Sandpiper, 1996 

(978-0-152-01389-9 

 

Explorers by Carlotta Hacker 

Crabtree Publishing, 1998  

(978-0-778-70026-5) 

 

The History News: Explorers  
by Michael Johnstone 

Candlewick, 1997 (978-0-763-60314-4) 

 

Lewis and Clark: Explorers of the New 

American West by Steven Kroll 

Holiday House, 1996 (978-0-823-41273-0) 

 

Locks, Crocs, and Skeeters: The Story of the 

Panama Canal by Nancy Winslow Parker 

Greenwillow Books, 1996 (978-0-688-122416) 

 

Lost Treasure of the Inca by Peter Lourie 

Boyds Mills Press, 2002 (978-1-563-97983-5) 

 

Talking with Adventurers  
by Pat & Linda Cummings 

National Geographic Books, 1998  

(978-0-792-2270683) 

 

WORLD HISTORY 

 
The First Great War, the 1920s and the Depression 

 

Angels in the Dust by Margot Theis Raven 

Troll Communications, 1999  

(978-0-816-75608-7) 

 

The Babe and I by David Adler 

Sandpiper, 2004 (978-0-152-05026-9) 

 

 

Ballot Box Battle by Emily Arnold McCully 

Dragonfly Books, 1998 (978-0-679-89312-7) 

 

Casey Over There by Staton Rabin 

Harcourt Brace, 1994 (978-0-152-00289-3) 

 

  



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District   21   Resources: Elementary 

Social Studies Curriculum – Appendix   Revised June 2018 

Children of the Dust Bowl by Jerry Stanley 

Crown Books, 1993 (978-0-517-88094-4) 

 

Good-bye, Charles Lindbergh  
by Louise Borden 

Margaret K. McElderry Publications, 1998 

(978-0-689-81536-2) 

 

Leah’s Pony by Elizabeth Friedrich 

Boyds Mills Press, 1999 (978-1-563-978289) 

 

Paperboy by Kroeger and Borden 

Sandpiper, 2001 (978-0-618-11142-5) 

 

The Potato Man by Megan McDonald 

Orchard, 1994 (978-0-531-07053-6) 

 

The Rag Coat by Lauren Mills 

Little Brown Books, 1991 (978-0-316-57407-4) 

 

Restless Spirit: The Life and Work of Dorothea 

Lange by Elizabeth Partridge 

Viking Juvenile Books, 1998  

(978-0-670-87888-8) 

 

Something Permanent by Cynthia Rylant 

Harcourt Children’s Books, 1994 

(978-0-152-77090-7) 

 

True Heart by Marissa Moss 

Harcourt Children’s Books, 1999 

(978-0-152-01344-8) 

 

 

 

World War II 

 

Aleutian Sparrow by Karen Hesse  

(contains mature content) 

Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2005 

(978-1-416-90327-7) 

 

All Those Secrets of the World by Jane Yolen 

Little Brown Books, 1993 (978-0-316-96895-9) 

 

Anne Frank: Beyond the Diary  
by Ruud van der Rol & Rian Verhoeven 

Puffin, 1995 (978-0-140-36926-7) 

 

Baseball Saved Us by Ken Mochizuki 

Lee & Low Books, 1995 (978-1-880-00019-9) 

 

The Bracelet by Yoshiko Uchida 

Puffin, 1996 (978-0-698-11390-9) 

 

The Children of Topaz:The Story of a 

Japanese-American Internment Camp by 

Michael O. Tunnell & George W. Chilcoat 

Create Space Independent Publishing, 2011  

(978-1-468-07817-6) 

 

Elizabeth by Claire A. Nivola 

Farrar, Straus & Giroux (BYR), 1996  

(978-0-374-32085-0) 

 

Faithful Elephants: A True Story of Animals, 

People and War by Yukio Tsuchiya 

Sandpiper, 1997 (978-0-395-86137-0) 

 

I Never Saw Another Butterfly: Children’s 

Drawings and Poems from Terezin 

Concentration Camp, 1942-44  
by Hana Volavkova 

Schocken, 1994 (978-0-805-21015-6) 

 

The Lily Cupboard by Shulamith L. Oppenheim 

HarperCollins, 1995 

(978-0-006-443393-8) 

 

The Little Ships: The Heroic Rescue at 

Dunkirk in World War II by Louise Borden 

Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2003 

(978-0-689-85396-8) 

 

Passage to Freedom: The Sugihara Story  
by Ken Mochizuki 

Perfection Learning, 2003 (978-0-756-94773-6) 

 

Red-Tail Angels: The Story of the Tuskeegee 

Airmen of World War II by Patricia McKissack 

Walker Books, 1996 (978-0-802-78292-2) 

 

Rose Blanche by Gallaz & Innocenti 

Creative Editions, 1985 (978-1-568-46189-5) 

 

Rosie the Riveter: Women Working on the 

Home Front in WWII by Penny Colman 

Crown Books, 1998 (978-0-517-88567-3) 

 

Sadako by Eleanor Coerr 

Puffin, 1997 (978-0-698-11588-0) 
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Shin’s Tricycle by Tatsuharu Kodama 

Walker Books, 1995 (978-0-802-78375-9) 

 

Star of Fear, Star of Hope by Jo Hoestlandt 

Walker Children’s Books, 1996 

(978-0-802-77588-7) 

 

Tell Them We Remember: The Story of the 

Holocaust by Susan Bachrach 

Little Brown Books, 1994 (978-0-316-07484-5) 

 

The Unbreakable Code by Sara H. Hunter 

Rising Moon Books, 2006 (978-0-873-58638-2) 

V Is for Victory: The American Home Front 

During World War II by Sylvia Whitman 

Lerner Publishing, 1992 (978-0-822-51727-6) 

 

War Boy: A Wartime Childhood  
by Michael Foreman 

Anova Books, 2006 (978-1-843-65087-4) 

 

The Wind Is Not A River by Arnold Griese 

Boyd Mills Press, 1995 (978-1-563-97564-6 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL HISTORY SERIES 

 
Dear America series (Diaries from the 

perspective of children of virtually every period 

of American history), Scholastic Press 

 

A History of U.S.: The Story of America series 

by Joy Hakim, Oxford university Press 

 

 

The History News: Explorer News  
by Michael Jonstone 

Candlewick, 2000 (978-0-763-60985-6) 

 

Perspectives on History series (A variety of 

topics in American history using authentic 

examples that give students the opportunity to 

practice reading primary source documents) 

 

 

 

U.S. HISTORY 
 

Colonial Times 

 

The Colonial Mosaic: American Women 1600-

1760 by Jane Kamensky 

Oxford University Press, 1998  

(978-0-195-12400-2) 

 

Hand in Hand: An American History Through 

Poetry by Lee Bennett Hopkins 

Simon & Schuster, 1994 (978-0-671-73315-5) 

 

Molly Bannaky by Alice McGill 

Houghton Mifflin Books, 1999 

(978-0-395-72287-9) 

 

The New Americans: Colonial Times 1620-

1689 by Betsy Maestro 

HarperCollins, 2004 (978-0-060-57572-4) 

 

Samuel Eaton’s Day: A Day in the Life of a 

Pilgrim Boy by Kate Waters 

Scholastic Paperbooks, 1996  

(978-0-590-48053-7) 

 

Sarah Morton’s Day: A Day in the Life of a 

Pilgrim Girl by Kate Waters 

Scholastic Paperbooks, 2008  

(978-0439-81220-7) 

 

Stranded at Plimoth Plantation: 1626  
by Gary Bowen 

HarperTrophy, 1998 (978-0-064-40719-9) 

 

Tapenum’s Day: A Wampanoag Indian Boy in 

Pilgrim Times by Kate Waters 

Scholastic Press, 1996 (978-0-590-20237-4) 
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American Independence 

 

And Then What Happened, Paul Revere?  
by Jean Fritz 

Puffin, 1996 (978-0-698-11351-0) 

 

The Boston Tea Party by Steven Kroll 

Holiday House, 2000 (978-0-823-41557-1) 

 

Can’t You Make Them Behave, King George? 
by Jean Fritz 

Puffin, 1996 (978-0-698-11402-9) 

 

Charlotte by Janet Lunn 

Tundra Books, 1998 (978-0-887-76383-0) 

 

Crossing the Delaware: A History in Many 

Voices by Louise Peacock 

Aladdin Books, 2007 (978-1-416-95890-1) 

 

Dear Benjamin Banneker  
by Andrea Davis Pinkney 

Sandpiper, 1998 (978-0-152-01892-4) 

 

Emma’s Journal: The Story of a Colonial Girl 
by Marissa Moss 

Sandpiper, 2001 (978-0-152-16325-9) 

 

Katie’s Trunk by Ann Turner 

Aladdin Books, 1997 (978-0-68981054-1) 

 

Redcoats and Petticoats  
by Katherine Kirkpatrick 

Scholastic, 2000 (978-0-439-16510-5) 

 

Shh, We’re Writing the Constitution  
by Jean Fritz 

Perfection Learning, 2001 (978-0-673-81771-6) 

 

Sleds on Boston Common: A Story from the 

American Revolution by Louise Borden 

Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2000 

(978-0-689-82812-6) 

 

Will You Sign Here, John Hancock?  
By Jean Fritz 

Puffin, 1997 (978-0-698-11440-1) 

 

 

Native Americans 

 

Between Earth and Sky: Legends of Native 

American Sacred Places by Joseph Bruchac 

Sandpiper, 1999 (978-0-152-02062-4) 

 

A Boy Called Slow by Joseph Bruchac 

Puffin, 1998 (978-0-698-11616-0) 

 

Buffalo Hunt by Russell Freedman 

Holiday House, 1995 (978-0-823-41159-7) 

 

The Circle of Thanks: North American Poems 

and Songs of Thanksgiving by Joseph Bruchac 

Troll Communications, 2003  

(978-0-816-74013-0) 

 

Dancing Teepees: Poems of American Indian 

Youth by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneeve 

Holiday House, 1991 (978-0-823-40879-5) 

 

In a Sacred Manner I Live: Native American 

Wisdom by Neil Philip 

Sandpiper, 2005 (978-0-618-60483-8) 

 

 

The Ledgerbook of Thomas Blue Eagle  
by Jewel Grutman and Gay Matthaei 

Charlesbridge Publishing, 1994  

(978-1-565-66063-2) 

 

The Life and Death of Crazy Horse  
by Russell Freedman 

Scholastic, 1997 (978-0-590-39731-5) 

 

The Long March: The Choctaw’s Gift to Irish 

Famine Relief by Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick 

Tricycle Press, 2001 (978-1-582-46065-9) 

 

Maroo of the Winter Caves by Ann Turnbull 

Sandpiper, 2004 (978-0-618-44299-7) 

 

Native American series  

by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneeve 

Holiday House 

 

Red Hawk’s Account of Custer’s Last Battle  
by Paul Goble 

University of Nebraska Press, 1992 

(978-0-803-27033-6) 
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Shadow Catcher: The Life and Work of 

Edward S. Curtis by Laurie Lawlor 

Bison Books, 2005 (978-0-803-28046-5) 

 

Storm Boy by Owen Paul Lewis 

Tricycle Press, 2001 (978-1-582-46057-4) 

 

The Trail of Tears (Cornerstones of Freedom) 
by R. Conrad Stein 

Children’s Press, 1993 (978-0-516-46666-8) 

 

The Unbreakable Code by Sara H. Hunter 

Rising Moon Books, 2007 (978-0-873-58917-8) 

 

 

 

The American West 

 

Bill Pickett: Rodeo-Ridin’ Cowboy  
by Andrea Davis Pinkney 

Sandpiper, 1999 (978-0-152-02103-0) 

 

Black Women of the Old West  
by William Loren Katz 

Atheneum Books, 2007 (978-1-416-96390-5) 

 

Cassie’s Journey: Going West in the 1860s  
by Brett Harvey 

Holiday House, 1995 (978-0-823-41172-6) 

 

Children of the Gold Rush by Murphy & Haigh 

Alaska Northwest Books, 2003  

(978-0-882-40548-3) 

 

Children of the Wild West by Russell Freedman 

Sandpiper, 1990 (978-0-395-54785-4) 

 

Daily Life in a Covered Wagon  
by Paul Erickson 

Puffin, 1997 (978-0-140-56212-5) 

 

Dandelions by Eve Bunting 

Sandpiper, 2001 (978-0-152-02407-9) 

 

Going West by Jean Van Leeuwen 

Puffin, 1997 (978-0-140-56096-1) 

 

It Happened in Colorado by James Crutchfield 

Two Dot Books, 2007 (978-0-762-74567-3) 

 

New Hope by Henri Sorensen 

Puffin, 1998 (978-0-140-56359-7) 

 

Nothing Here But Trees by Jean Van Leeuwen 

Diai Books, 1998 (978-0-803-72178-4) 

 

Plains Women: Women in the American West 
by Paula Bartley 

Hodder Arnold H & S, 1996  

(978-0-340-61135-7) 

Rachel’s Journal: The Story of a Pioneer Girl 
by Marissa Moss 

Sandpiper, 2001 (978-0-152-02168-9) 

 

 

 

The Civil War 

 

A. Lincoln and Me by Louise Borden 

Scholastic Paperbooks, 2009  

(978-0-439-86277-6) 

 

Abraham Lincoln: Great Speeches  
by Grafton & Basler 

Dover Publications, 1991 (978-0-486-26872-9) 

 

Aunt Harriet’s Underground Railroad in the 

Sky by Faith Ringgold 

Dragonfly Books, 1995 (978-0-517-88543-7) 

 

Bound for America: The Forced Migration of 

Africans to the New World  
by Haskins & Benson 

HarperCollins, 1999 (978-0-688-10258-6) 

 

The Boys’ War: Confederate and Union 

Soldiers Talk About the Civil War 

by Jim Murphy 

Sandpiper, 1993 (978-0-395-66412-4) 

 

Bull Run by Paul Fleischman 

HarperTrophy, 1995 (978-0-064-40588-1) 
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A Civil War Journal by Albert A. Nofi 

BBS Publishing, 1995 (978-0-883-94090-7) 

 

Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette Winter 

Knopg Books, 2008 (978-0-394-89694-6) 

 

For Home and Country: A Civil War 

Scrapbook by Bolotin & Herb 

Scholastic, 1996 (978-0-590-99736-2) 

 

Frederick Douglass: The Last Day of Slavery 
by William Miller 

Lee & Low Books, 1996 (978-1-880-00042-7) 

 

From Slave Ship to Freedom Road  
by Julius Lester 

Puffin, 1999 (978-0-140-56699-7) 

 

John Brown: One Man Against Slavery 

By Gwen Everett 

Rizzoli Books, 1993 (978-0-847-81702-3) 

 

Journey to Freedom: A Story of the 

Underground Railroad by Courtni Wright 

Holiday House, 1997 (978-0-823-41333-1) 

 

Lincoln: A Photobiography  
by Russell Freedman 

Clarion Books, 1987 (978-0-899-19380-9) 

 

Minty: A Story of Young Harriet Tubman  
by Alan Schroeder 

Puffin, 2000 (978-0-140-56196-8) 

 

Moon Over Tennessee: A Boy’s Civil War 

Journal by Craig Crist-Evans 

Sandpiper, 2003 (978-0-618-31107-1) 

 

Mr. Lincoln’s Whiskers by Karen B. Winnick 

Boyds Mills Press, 1999 (978-1-563-97805-0) 

 

Nettie’s Trip South by Ann Turner 

Aladdin Books, 1995 (978-0-689-80117-4) 

 

Now Let Me Fly: The Story of a Slave Family 
by Dolores Johnson 

Aladdin Books, 1997 (978-0-689-80966-8) 

 

Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco 

Philomel Books, 1994 (978-0-399-22671-7) 

 

Secret Signs: An Escape Through the 

Underground Railroad by Anita Riggio 

Boyd Mills Press, 2003 (978-1-590-78072-5) 

 

Seminole Diary: Remembrances of a Slave by 

Dolores Johnson 

Atheneum Books, 1994 (978-0-027-47848-8) 

 

A Separate Battle: Women and the Civil War 
by Ina Chang 

Puffin, 1996 (978-0-140-38106-1) 

 

Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt  
by Deborah Hopkinson 

Dragonfly Books, 1995 (978-0-679-87472-0) 

 

The Wagon by Tony Johnston 

Mulberry Books, 1999 (978-0-688-16694-6) 

 

Immigration 

 

American Too by Elisa Bartone 

HarperCollins, 1996 (978-0-688-13278-1) 

 

Dia’s Story Cloth by Dia Cha 

Lee & Low Books, 1998 (978-1-880-00063-2) 

 

Dragonwings by Laurence Yep 

HarperCollins, 2001 (978-0-064-40085-5) 

 

Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say 

Sandpiper, 2008 (978-0-547-07680-5) 

 

How Many Days to America? A Thanksgiving 

Story by Eve Bunting 

Sandpiper, 1990 (978-0-395-54777-9) 

I Was Dreaming to Come to America: 

Memories from the Ellis Island Oral History 

Project by Veronica Lawlor 

Puffin, 1997 (978-0-140-55622-3) 

 

Immigrant Kids by Russell Freedman 

Puffin, 1995 (978-0-140-37594-7) 

 

Journey to Ellis Island: How My Father Came 

to America by Carol Bierman 

Disney-Hyperion, 2005 (978-0-786-85499-8) 

 

The Lotus Seed by Sherry Garland 

Sandpiper, 1997 (978-0-152-01483-7) 
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My Freedom Trip by Frances & Ginger Park 

Boyds Mill Press, 2010 (978-1-590-78826-4) 

 

One More Border: The True Story of One 

Family’s Escape from War-Torn Europe 

by Kaplan & Tanaka 

Groundwood Books, 2004 (978-0-888-99638-1) 

 

Marianthe’s Story: Painted Words & Spoken 

Memories by Aliki 

Greenwillow Books, 1998 (978-0-688-15661-9) 

A Picnic in October by Eve Bunting 

Sandpiper, 2004 (978-0-152-05065-8) 

 

When Jessie Came Across the Sea  
by Amy Hest 

Candlewick, 2003 (978-0-763-61274-0) 

 

The Whispering Cloth: A Refugee’s Story 

 by Pegi Deitz Shea 

Boyds Mills Press, 1996 (978-1-563-97623-0) 

 

 

Civil Rights and the African American Experience 

 

Aunt Flossie’s Hats (and Crab Cakes Later)  
by Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard 

Sandpiper, 1995 (978-0-395-72077-6) 

 

Brown Honey in Broomwheat Tea  
by Joyce Carol Thomas 

HarperCollins, 1995 (978-0-064-43439-3) 

 

The Day Martin Luther King, Jr. Was Shot: A 

Photo History of the Civil Rights Movement  
by Jim Haskins 

Scholastic Paperbooks, 1992  

(978-0-590-43661-8) 

 

Dear Willie Rudd by Libba Moore Gray 

Aladdin Books, 2000 (978-0-689-83105-8) 

 

Dinner at Aunt Connie’s House  
by Faith Ringgold 

Scholastic Books, 1996 (978-0-590-13713-3) 

 

Free at Last: A History of the Civil Rights 

Movement and Those Who Died in the 

Struggle by Sara Bullard 

Oxford University Press, 1994 

(978-0-195-09450-3) 

 

Freedom Rides: Journey for Justice  
by James Haskins 

Just Us Books, 2005 (978-0-940-97594-1) 

 

The Great Migration: An American Story 

 by Jacob Lawrence 

Perfection Learning, 1995 (978-0-780-75348-8) 

 

Honey I Love by Eloise Greenfield 

Amistad Books, 2002 (978-0-060-09123-1) 

 

I Have a Dream by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Schwartz & Wade, 2012 (978-0-375-85887-1) 

 

Li’l Sis and Uncle Willie: The Life and 

Paintings of William H. Johnson  
by Gwen Everett 

Hyperion (JUV), 1994 (978-1-562-82593-5) 

 

More Than Anything Else by Marie Bradby 

Orchard Books, 1995 (978-0-531-09464-8) 

 

Richard Wright and the Library Card  
by William Miller 

Lee & Low Books, 1999 (978-1-880-00088-5) 

 

Shadow Ball: The History of the Negro 

Leagues by Ward, Burns, & O’Connor 

Knopf Books, 1994 (978-0-679-86749-4) 

 

The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles 

Scholastic Paperbooks, 2010  

(978-0-439-47226-5) 

 

Soul Looks Back in Wonder by Tom Feelings 

Puffin, 1999 (978-0-140-56501-0) 

 

Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph 

Became the World’s Fastest Woman 

 by Kathleen Krull 

Sandpiper, 2000 (978-0-152-02098-9) 

 

Zora Hurston and the Chinaberry Tree  
by William Miller 

Lee & Low Books, 1996 (978-1-880-00033-5) 
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Resource: Secondary 
General Resources 

After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection 

by Davidson & Lytle  

McGraw Hill, 2009 (Two Volumes) 

(Vol. 1: 978-0-073-38548-8) 

(Vol. 2: 978-0-077-29269-0) 

 

The AP Vertical Teams Guide for History and 

Social Sciences  

The College Board, 2009 (090083072) 

 

Doing History: Investigating With Children in 

Elementary and Middle Schools  

by Levstik & Barton, 4th Edition 

Routledge, 2011 (978-0-415-87301-7) 

 

Emancipation and Reconstruction 

by Michael Perman, 2nd edition  

Harlan Davidson, 2003 (978-0-882-95995-5) 

 

Engagement in Teaching History: Theory and 

Practices for Middle and Secondary Teachers 

by Drake & Nelson  

Pearson, 2008 (978-0-131-58673-4) 

 

The Historian’s Toolbox: A Student’s Guide to 

the Theory and Craft of History  

by Robert C. Williams  

M.E. Sharpe, 2011 (978-0-765-63327-9) 

 

Historical Thinking and Other Unnatural Acts: 

Charting the Future of Teaching the Past  

by Sam Wineburg  

Temple University Press, 2001  

(978-1-566-39855-8) 

 

National Standards for History  

by Nash, Crabtree & NSH Taskforce 

National Center for History in the Schools, 

1996 (978-0-963-32184-8) 

 

Teaching History for the Common Good  

by Barton & Levstik  

Routledge, 2013 (978-0-805-83931-3) 

 

Triangle: The Fire That Changed America  

by David von Drehle  

Publishers Group West, 2004  

(978-0-802-14151-4) 

 

ALASKA STUDIES 

 

BOOKS 

Adventures in the Alaska Economy  

by Jackstadt & Huskey  

Alaska Council on Economic Education  

2006 (www.acee.alaska.edu) 

 

Alaska: A History of the 49th State  

by Naske & Slotnick  

University of Oklahoma Press. 1994 

(978-0-806-12573-2) 

 

Alaska: An American Colony  

by Stephen W. Haycox  

University of Washington Press, 2006 

(978-0-295-98629-6) 

 

Alaska Anthology: Interpreting the Past  

by Haycox & Mangusso  

University of Washington Press, 1996 

(978-0-295-97495-8) 

Alaska Atlas and Gazetteer by Rand McNalley 

DeLorme Mapping, 2010  

(978-0-899-33289-5) 

 

Alaska’s Elections, 1958-1984  

by Thomas A. Morehouse  

Institute of Social and Economic Research, 

1985 (978-0-883-53036-8) 

 

http://www.acee.alaska.edu/
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Alaska’s Engineering Heritage  

American Society of Civil Engineers, 1976 

(www.ascelibrary.com) 

 

Alaska’s Heritage by Antonson & Hanable 

Alaska Historical Commission 1986 

(978-0-943-71216-1) 

 

Alaska’s History: The People, Land, and 

Events of the North Country  

by Harry Ritter  

Northwest Books, 1995 (978-0-882-40432-5) 

 

Alaska’s Land: Facts and Issues  

by League of Women Voters of Alaska  

1974 (www.lwvalaska.org) 

 

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act: 

Selected Student Readings  

by Paul Ongtooguk  

Alaska Department of Education, 1986 

(www.worldcat.org) 

 

Alaska’s Past: Regional Perspectives  

by Marjorie Cochrane (6 volumes) 

Alaska Historical Society, 1982 

(www.worldcat.org) 

 

Alaska Politics and Government  

by McBeath & Morehouse  

University of Nebraska Press, 1994 

(978-0-803-28149-3) 

 

Athabascan Games by Cora Maguire  

Doyon Foundation, 2003 

(www.doyonfoundation.com) 

 

Athabascan Stories by Alice Brean  

Methodist University Press, 1975 

(www.worldcat.org) 

 

Athabascan Traditional Values  

by Rebecca Gallen  

Doyon Foundation, 2003 

(www.doyonfoundation.com) 

 

Because We Are…. By Linda E. Wiggins 

Theata Magazine (UAA), 1979 

(www.worldcat.org) 

 

A Citizen’s Guide to the Constitution of the 

State of Alaska by Gordon Harrison Institute 

of Social and Economic Research, 2012 

(http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/docs/pdf/citizens_g

uide.pdf) 

 

The Cornerstone on College Hill: An 

Illustrated History of the University of 

Alaska Fairbanks by Terrence Cole 

University of Alaska Press, 1994 

(978-0-912-00657-4) 

 

Crooked Past: The History of a Frontier 

Mining Camp, Fairbanks, Alaska  

by Terrence Cole  

University of Alaska Press, 1991  

(978-0-912-00653-6) 

 

Dena- The People by Linda E. Wiggins  

Theata Magazine (UAA), 1978 

(www.worldcat.org) 

 

Dying for Alaska Gold: Gold Miner Deaths 

and Injuries in the Fairbanks Area 1904-

1916 by Rex G. Fisher  

Graphic North, 2002 (www.worldcat.org) 

 

Fairbanks by Alaska Geographic Society 

1995 (www.worldcat.org) 

 

Fairbanks: A Goldrush Town that Beat the 

Odds by Dermot Cole University of Alaska 

Press, 2008   (978-1-602-23030-9) 

Fairbanks: A Pictorial History  

by Claus-M Naske  

The Donning Publishers, 1995 

(978-0-898-65933-7) 

 

The Firecracker Boys by Dan O’Neill  

St. Martins Griffin, 1995 (978-0-312-13416-7) 

 

 

http://www.ascelibrary.com/
http://www.lwvalaska.org/
http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.doyonfoundation.com/
http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.doyonfoundation.com/
http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/docs/pdf/citizens_guide.pdf
http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/docs/pdf/citizens_guide.pdf
http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.worldcat.org/
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Historic Fairbanks: An Illustrated History  

By Dermot Cole  

Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce, 2002 

(www.worldcat.org) 

 

Introduction to Athabascan Culture  

by Carol Lee Gho   

Doyon Foundation, 2003 

(www.doyonfoundation.com) 

 

The Klondike Fever by Pierre Berton  

Martino Fine Books, 1977 

(978-1-578-98964-5) 

 

Know Your State Alaska: A Handbook of the 

Government of the State of Alaska 

by League of Women Voters of Alaska, 1975 

(www.lwvalaska.org) 

 

Letters to Howard: An Interpretation of the 

Alaska Native Land Claims  

by Bigjim & Ito-Adler  

AK Native Knowledge Network (UAF), 1974 

(www.ankn.uaf.edu/curriculum/ancsa/letters.h

tml) 

 

The Native People of Alaska  

by Steve J. Langdon  

Greatland Graphics, 2002  

(978-09936-42581-8) 

Old Yukon: Tales, Trails, and Trials  

by James Wickersham  

Literacy Licensing LLC, 2012 

(978-1-258-49442-1) 

 

People of Kauwerak: Legends of the Northern 

Eskimo by William A. Oquilluk, 2nd Edition 

Alaska Pacific University Press, 1981 

(978-0-935-09407-7) 

 

Russian America: The Great Alaskan Venture, 

1741-1867 by Hector Chevigny  

Binford & Mort Publishers, 1979 

(978-0-295-97495-8) 

 

The Tlingit Indians by Aurel Krause  

Epicenter Press, 2013 (978-1-935-34725-5) 

 

Tlingit Stories by Maria Ackerman  

Alaska Methodist University Press, 1975 

(www.worldcat.org) 

 

The World War II Heritage of Ladd Field, 

Fairbanks, Alaska by Kathy Price  

Center for Environmental Management of 

Military Lands, 2004 

(www.usarak.army.mil/conservation/CR_Ladd

Field_WWII.htm) 

 

 

AUDIO/VISUAL RESOURCES 

 

The 49th Star: Creating Alaska from KUAC 

University of Alaska Fairbanks 

2006 (60 minutes/DVD) 

 

Alaska: Alaska at War  

Alaska Historical Commission 

Alaska Video Publishing, 1993 

(58 minutes/DVD) 

American Experience: Building the Alaska 

Highway from PBS 

PBS Video, 2005 (60 minutes/DVD) 

 

The Harriman Expedition Retraced: A Century 

of Change from PBS Video  

Bullfrog Films, 2002 (113 minutes/DVD) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.doyonfoundation.com/
http://www.lwvalaska.org/
http://www.ankn.uaf.edu/curriculum/ancsa/letters.html
http://www.ankn.uaf.edu/curriculum/ancsa/letters.html
http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.usarak.army.mil/conservation/CR_LaddField_WWII.htm
http://www.usarak.army.mil/conservation/CR_LaddField_WWII.htm
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WORLD STUDIES 

Bring History Alive! A Sourcebook for 

Teaching World History  

by Dunn & Vigilante  

National Council for the Social Studies in the 

Schools, 1996 (978-0-963-32186-2) 

 

The Human Web: A Bird’s-Eye View of World 

History by John & Robert McNeil  

W.W. Norton & Company, 2003  

(978-0-965-73965-8) 

A People’s History of the United States: 1492 

to the Present by Howard Zinn  

Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2005 

(978-0-060-83865-2) 
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Social Studies Pathway Options: Grades 9-12 
Graduation Requirement: 0.5 credit Alaska Studies (required), 1 credit World Studies, 1 credit American Studies,  

0.5 credit Contemporary Government Studies, & 0.5 Contemporary Economic Studies 

Grade 
Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 (Standard) Option 4 (Honors) Option 5 (AP) 

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 

9th 

Alaska Studies Elective 
World 

Geography 

Global Issues 

World History 

Semester 1 

World History  

Semester 2 
World History 

Honors 

Semester 1 

World History 

Honors 

Semester 2 

AP World History 

Semester 1 

AP World History 

Semester 1 

OR 

eLearning World 

History Semester 

1 

eLearning World 

History Semester 

1 

OR OR AND AND OR 

Elective Alaska Studies 
Comparative 

Religions 
Alaska Studies or Elective Alaska Studies or Elective 

AP European 

History/ Literature 

Semester 1 

AP European 

History/ Literature 

Semester 2 

10th World 

Geography 

Global Issues 

Recent U.S. 

History Semester 

1 

Recent U.S. 

History Semester 

2 

Recent U.S. 

History 

Semester 1 

Recent U.S. 

History 

Semester 2 

AP Social Studies Course 

AP U.S. History 

Semester 1 

AP U.S. History 

Semester 2 

OR OR 

Comparative 

Religions 

eLearning AP 

U.S. History 

Semester 1 

eLearning AP U.S. 

History 

Semester 2 

11th 

Recent U.S. 

History 

Semester 1 

Recent U.S. 

History 

Semester 2 

American Legal 

Systems 
Alaska Studies 

American 

Government 

General 

Economics 
AP Social Studies Course 

AP U.S. 

Government & 

Politics 

AP Comparative 

Government & 

Politics 

OR 

AP Comparative 

Government & 

Politics 

AP U.S. 

Government & 

Politics 

OR OR 

Alaska Studies 
American Legal 

Systems 

eLearning AP 

U.S. Government 

& Politics 

Semester 1 

eLearning AP U.S. 

Government & 

Politics Semester 

2 

12th American 

Legal Systems 
Alaska Studies 

Principles of 

Economics 
Elective 

U.S. in a 

Global 

Economy 

Elective 

AP Social Studies Course 

AP 

Microeconomics 

AP 

Macroeconomics 

OR OR OR OR 

Principles of 

Economics 

American 

Government 
Elective 

Principles of 

Economics 

Elective 

U.S. in a 

Global 

Economy 
eLearning AP 

Microeconomics 

eLearning AP 

Macroeconomics 
OR 

eLearning 

U.S. Global 

Economics 

Elective 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District   33   Social Studies Pathway Options: Grades 9-12 

Social Studies Curriculum – Appendix   Revised June 2018 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES 

AP Art History 
AP Comparative Government & 

Politics 
Comparative Religions Current Issues & Events Diversity in America 

eLearning AP Psychology 
eLearning Modern World History from 

1600 
eLearning Multicultural Studies eLearning Psychology eLearning Sociology 

eLearning U.S. Government & 

Politics 

eLearning U.S. History since the Civil 

War 
Psychology U.S. in a Global Context Women’s History 
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Suggested Activities & Resources: K-5 
 

Kindergarten 
 

 Read aloud and discuss Everybody Serves Soup by Norah Dooley or other books from the 

series.  

(First Avenue Editions, 2004, 978-1-575-05791-0) 

 Read aloud and discuss I Pledge Allegiance by Bill Martin, Jr. (Candlewick, 2003, 978-

0763625276) 

 Visit Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government, K-2 page. (http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html) 

 Use Skype with people who have different occupations. 

 Download Wants & Needs book and lesson plans - featuring Mo Willems’ Pidgeon. 

(http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Needs-and-Wants) 

 Use the Exploring Maps and Models lesson to introduce the map and globe from the 

National Geographic website.  

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/exploring-maps-and-

models/?ar_a=1) 
 

 

 

First Grade 
 

 Read aloud and discuss Follow That Map! A First Book of Mapping Skills by Scot Ritchie.  

(Kids Can Press, 2009, 978-1554532742) 

 Explore Learn to Read a Map from the National Geographic website, which has four maps:  

Classroom Map, Neighborhood Map, Community Map and Park Map.  

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/maps/maps-and-models/?ar_a=1) 

 Do a timeline lesson connected to the book On the Day You Were Born by Debra Frasier.  

(HMH Books, 2006, 978-0-152-05944-6) (http://www.readingrockets.org/article/48488/) 

 Use Google Earth to locate school, city, state and country. (http://earth.google.com) 

 Visit Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government, K-2 page. (http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html) 

 Use the Time Period Clues activity from the National Geographic website.  

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/time-period-clues/?ar_a=1) 
 

 

 

  

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Needs-and-Wants
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/exploring-maps-and-models/?ar_a=1
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/exploring-maps-and-models/?ar_a=1
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/maps/maps-and-models/?ar_a=1
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/48488/
http://earth.google.com/
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/time-period-clues/?ar_a=1
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Second Grade 
 

 Use the Characteristics of Place lesson from the National Geographic website. 

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/characteristics-of-place/?ar_a=1) 

 Use Google Earth to locate school, city, borough, state, country and continent. 

(http://earth.google.com) 

 Use Street View on Google Earth to explore Fairbanks. (http://earth.google.com) 

 Share and discuss Children Just Like Me: A Unique Celebration of Children Around the 

World (DK Children’s Books, 1995, 978-0-789-40201-1) and/or Children Just Like Me: 

Celebrations! (DK Children’s Books, 1997, 978-0-789-42027-5) by Anabel & Barnabas 

Kindersley. 

 Borrow the People of the Raven traveling kit from the Anchorage Museum. 

(http://www.anchoragemuseum.org/learn/SCHOOL_resources.aspx) 

 Browse the Sharing Knowledge on the Arctic Studies website to learn about Athabascan 

history. (http://alaska.si.edu/browse.asp) 

 Use the citizenship lessons from the Constitutional Rights Foundation-Chicago website. 

(http://www.crfc.org/teaching-materials) 

 

 

Third Grade 
 

 Read House Mouse, Senate Mouse by Peter W. Barnes (Little Patriot Press, 1996,  

978-0-963-76884-1). 

 On the Arctic Studies website, visit past artifacts (http://alaska.si.edu/browse.asp) and images 

from the Alaska Digital Archives (http://vilda.alaska.edu/) of Interior Alaska and compare 

with modern day life. 

 Use MapMaker Interactive from the National Geographic website and explore the climate, 

population density and land cover layers. 

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/mapping/interactive-map/?ar_a=1) 

 From the National Geographic website, use the Why People Live Near Coasts lesson and 

extend the learning to river settlements. 

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/why-people-live-near-

coasts/?ar_a=1)  

 Using Skype, have a mystery call with a classroom in another U.S. state. 

 Create and laminate an Alaska Mega Map with the MapMaker kit from the National 

Geographic website and use it throughout the year as different aspects are studied. 

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/maps/united-states-mapmaker-

kit/?ar_a=1) 

 Use citizenship lessons from the Constitutional Rights Foundation-Chicago website. 

(http://www.crfc.org/teaching-materials) 

 

  

http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/characteristics-of-place/?ar_a=1
http://earth.google.com/
http://earth.google.com/
http://www.anchoragemuseum.org/learn/SCHOOL_resources.aspx
http://alaska.si.edu/browse.asp
http://www.crfc.org/teaching-materials
http://alaska.si.edu/browse.asp
http://vilda.alaska.edu/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/mapping/interactive-map/?ar_a=1
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/why-people-live-near-coasts/?ar_a=1
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/why-people-live-near-coasts/?ar_a=1
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/maps/united-states-mapmaker-kit/?ar_a=1
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/maps/united-states-mapmaker-kit/?ar_a=1
http://www.crfc.org/teaching-materials
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Fourth Grade 
 

 Create and laminate Mega Maps from the National Geographic website for the Contiguous 

48, Alaska and Hawaii and use them to display what is learned about regions. 

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/maps/united-states-mapmaker-

kit/?ar_a=1) 

 Use MapMaker Interactive from the National Geographic website and explore the climate, 

population density and land cover layers. 

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/mapping/interactive-map/?ar_a=1)  

 Discuss how National Geographic came up with these U.S. regions: 

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/maps/united-states-regions/?ar_a=1) and 

compare with the regions on this Local Learning Network map:  

(http://locallearningnetwork.org/regional-resources/). 

 On the Google Maps website, use this KMZ file to study the 50 states. 

(http://www.snap.uaf.edu/cmkennedy/kml/US_States.kmz) 

 On the Local Learning Network and Library of Congress websites, discover folk art from 

various regions and explore U.S. culture. (http://locallearningnetwork.org/regional-resources/) 

(http://www.loc.gov/folklife/sampler/index.html)  

 Use the Two Earths portion of GetTeach.com to explore the United States regions looking at 

different layers. (http://getteach.com/two.html)  

 After studying the Pacific Rim, invite an expert (e.g., someone from Fairbanks Economic 

Development Corporation, UAF economics professor, grad student) to answer questions about 

the flow of goods there. 

 Have students read The Scrambled States of America by Laurie Keller as a way to introduce 

the concept of regional cultural differences (Square Fish, 2002, 978-0-805-06831-3). 

Fifth Grade 
 

 Participate in a Constitution Hall Pass event: (http://constitutioncenter.org/learn/hall-pass/) or 

utilize other resources from the National Constitution Center:  

(http://constitutioncenter.org/constitution-day/constitution-day-resources). 

 Participate in Colonial Williamsburg Electronic Field Trips. 

(http://www.history.org/history/teaching/eft/index.cfm) 

 Explore how bills become laws on the Kids in the House website. 

(http://kids.clerk.house.gov/lesson-plans//lesson-legis-gradeschool.pdf). 

 Thanksgiving Interactive You are the Historian on the Plimoth Plantation website. 

(http://www.plimoth.org/learn/MRL/interact/thanksgiving-interactive-you-are-historian) 

 Use the Mission US interactive adventure game to get students thinking about concepts in 

early U.S. history. (http://www.mission-us.org/pages/mission-us-in-the-classroom) 

 Modify a Teaching with Historic Places lesson plan from the National Park Service website. 

(http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/descrip.htm) 

  

http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/maps/united-states-mapmaker-kit/?ar_a=1
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/maps/united-states-mapmaker-kit/?ar_a=1
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/mapping/interactive-map/?ar_a=1
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/maps/united-states-regions/?ar_a=1
http://locallearningnetwork.org/regional-resources/
http://www.snap.uaf.edu/cmkennedy/kml/US_States.kmz
http://locallearningnetwork.org/regional-resources/
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/sampler/index.html
http://getteach.com/two.html
http://constitutioncenter.org/learn/hall-pass/
http://constitutioncenter.org/constitution-day/constitution-day-resources
http://www.history.org/history/teaching/eft/index.cfm
http://kids.clerk.house.gov/lesson-plans/lesson-legis-gradeschool.pdf
http://www.plimoth.org/learn/MRL/interact/thanksgiving-interactive-you-are-historian
http://www.mission-us.org/pages/mission-us-in-the-classroom
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/descrip.htm
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 Visit historic places in the World Wonders Project, like Independence Hall: 

(http://www.google.com/intl/en/culturalinstitute/worldwonders/independence-hall/);  

Lancaster County: (http://www.google.com/intl/en/culturalinstitute/worldwonders/lancaster/);  

and Fort Apache: (http://www.google.com/intl/en/culturalinstitute/worldwonders/fort-

apache/). 

 Use this New York Times map to discuss immigration to the U.S. 

(http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html). 

 Use primary source lesson plans from the National Archives: 

(http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/) and the Missouri Historical Society: 

(http://www.lewisandclarkexhibit.org/4_0_0/index.html). 

 Use citizenship lessons from the Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago website. 

(http://www.crfc.org/teaching-materials) 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/intl/en/culturalinstitute/worldwonders/independence-hall/
http://www.google.com/intl/en/culturalinstitute/worldwonders/lancaster/
http://www.google.com/intl/en/culturalinstitute/worldwonders/fort-apache/
http://www.google.com/intl/en/culturalinstitute/worldwonders/fort-apache/
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
http://www.lewisandclarkexhibit.org/4_0_0/index.html
http://www.crfc.org/teaching-materials
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Teaching with Documents: 

Analysis Worksheets 
 

The U.S. National Archives & Records Administration 

Washington, D.C. 20408 

(www.archives.gov/education/lessons/index.html) 

 

 

Analysis worksheets designed and developed by the education staff of the National Archives and 

Records Administration may be found on the following pages for the areas listed below: 

 Written Documents 

 Artifacts 

 Cartoons 

 Maps 

 Motion Pictures 

 Photographs 

 Posters 

 Sound Recordings 

 

 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/index.html
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Artifact Analysis Worksheet 
 

1. TYPE OF ARTIFACT 

Describe the material from which it was made: bone, pottery, metal, wood, stone, leather, glass, paper, 

cardboard, cotton, plastic, other material. 

 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 

2. SPECIAL QUALITIES OF THE ARTIFACT 

Describe how it looks and feels: shape, color, texture, size, weight, movable parts, anything printed, stamped 

or written on it. 

 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 

3. USES OF THE ARTIFACT 
 

A. What might it have been used for?   _____________________________________________________  

 

B. Who might have used it?   _____________________________________________________  

 

C. Where might it have been used?   _____________________________________________________  

 

D. When might it have been used?   _____________________________________________________  

 

4. WHAT DOES THE ARTIFACT TELL US? 
 

A. What does it tell us about technology of the time in which it was made and used? 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

B. What does it tell us about the life and times of the people who made it and used it? 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

C. Can you name a similar item today? 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

5. BRING A SKETCH, A PHOTOGRAPH, OR THE ARTIFACT LISTED IN 4C ABOVE TO CLASS. 

 

 

Designed and developed by the 

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, 

Washington, DC 20408 
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Cartoon Analysis Worksheet 
 

Level 1 

Visuals Words (not all cartoons include words) 
1. List the objects or people you see in the cartoon. 1. Identify the cartoon caption and/or title. 

 

 

 

 

2. Locate three words or phrases used by the cartoonist 

to identify objects or people within the cartoon. 

 

 

 

 

3. Record any important dates or numbers that appear 

in the cartoon. 

 

 

 

 

Level 2 

Visuals Words 
2. Which of the objects on your list are symbols? 

 

 

 

 

3. What do you think each symbol means? 

4. Which words or phrases in the cartoon appear to be 

the most significant? Why do you think so? 

 

 

 

5. List adjectives that describe the emotions portrayed 

in the cartoon. 

 

 

 

 

Level 3 

A. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon. 

 

 

 

B. Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols. 

 

 

 

C. Explain the message of the cartoon. 

 

 

 

D. What special interest groups would agree/disagree with the cartoon’s message? Why? 

 

 

 

 

Designed and developed by the 

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, 

Washington, DC 20408    
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Map Analysis Worksheet 
 

1. TYPE OF MAP (Check one): 
 

 Raised Relief  Natural Resource  Satellite Photograph/Mosaic 

 Topographic  Military  Pictograph 

 Political  Bird’s-eye  Weather 

 Contour-line  Artifact  Other 
 

 

2. UNIQUE PHYSICAL QUALITIES OF THE MAP (Check one or more): 
 

 Compass  Notations  Title 

 Handwritten  Scale  Legend (key) 

 Date  Name of Mapmaker  Other 
 

 

3. DATES OF MAP: 

 

 

4. CREATOR OF MAP: 

 

 

5. WHERE WAS THE MAP PRODUCED? 

 

 

6. MAP INFORMATION 
 

A. List three things in this map that you think are important: 

 

1.  _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

2.  _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

3.  _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

B. Why do you think this map was drawn? 

 

 

 

C. What evidence in the map suggests why it was drawn? 

 

 

 

D. What information does this map add to the textbook’s account of this event? 

 

 

 

E. Does the information in this map support or contradict information that you have read about this event? 

Explain. 

 

 

 

F. Write a question to the mapmaker that is left unanswered by this map. 

 

 
Designed and developed by the 

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, 
Washington, DC 20408    
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Motion Picture Analysis Worksheet 
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Photo Analysis Worksheet 
 

Step 1. Observation 
A. Study the photographs for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine 

individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details 

become visible. 

 

 

B. Use the chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph. 
 

People Objects Activities 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Step 2. Inference 
 Based on what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this photograph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 3. Questions 
A. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Where could you find answers to them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Designed and developed by the 

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, 

Washington, DC 20408   
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Poster Analysis Worksheet 
 

1. What are the main colors used in the poster? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What symbols (if any) are used in the poster? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. If a symbol is used, is it 
 

a. clear (easy to interpret)?  ___________________________________________________________  

 

b. memorable?  ___________________________________________________________  

 

2. dramatic?  ___________________________________________________________  
 

4. Are the messages in the poster primarily visual, verbal, or both? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Who do you think is the intended audience for the poster? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What does the Government hope the audience will do? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What Government purpose(s) is served by the poster? 

 

 

 

 

 

8. The most effective posters use symbols that are unusual, simple, and direct. Is this an effective poster? 

 

 

 

Designed and developed by the 

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, 

Washington, DC 20408 
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Sound Recording Analysis Worksheet 
 

Step 1. Pre-listening 
A. Whose voices will you hear on this recording? 

 

 

B. What is the date of the recording? 

 

 

C. Where was this recording made? 

 

 

Step 2. Listening 
A. Type of sound recording (check one): 

 

 Policy speech  Entertainment broadcast  Arguments before a court 

 Congressional testimony  Press conference  Panel discussion 

 News report  Convention proceedings  Other 

 Interview  Campaign speech  
 

 

B. Unique physical qualities of the recording: 
 

 Music  Narrated  Background sounds 

 Live broadcast  Special sound effects  
 

 

C. What is the tone or mood of this recording? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 3. Post-listening (or repeated listening) 
A. List three things in this sound recording that you think are important: 

 

1.  _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

2.  _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

3. _________________________________________________________________________________  
 

B. Why do you think the original broadcast was made and for what audience? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. What evidence in the recording helps you to know why it was made? 
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D. List two things this sound recording tells you about life in the United States at the time it was made: 
 

1.  _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

2.  _________________________________________________________________________________  
 

E. Write a question to the broadcaster that is left unanswered by this sound recording. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F. What information do you gain about this event that would not be conveyed by a written transcript? Be 

specific. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designed and developed by the 

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, 

Washington, DC 20408 
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Written Document Analysis Worksheet 
1. TYPE OF DOCUMENT (Check one): 

 

 Newspaper  Map  Advertisement 

 Letter  Telegram  Congressional Record 

 Patent  Press Release  Census Report 

 Memorandum  Report  Other 
 

 

2. UNIQUE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DOCUMENT (Check one or more): 
 

 Interesting Letterhead  Notations 

 Handwritten  "RECEIVED" stamp 

 Other  Typed 

 Seals  
 

 

3. DATE(S) OF DOCUMENT: 

 

 

4. AUTHOR (OR CREATOR) OF THE DOCUMENT: 

 

 

POSITION (TITLE): 

 

 

5. FOR WHAT AUDIENCE WAS THE DOCUMENT WRITTEN? 

 

 

6. DOCUMENT INFORMATION (There are many possible ways to answer A-E.) 
 

A. List three things the author said that you think are important: 

 

 

 

 

B. Why do you think this document was written? 

 

 

 

 

C. What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the document. 

 

 

 

 

D. List two things the document tells you about life in the United States at the time it was written. 

 

 

 

 

E. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document: 

 

 

 

 
Designed and developed by the 

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, 

Washington, DC 20408   
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Alaska Standards: Alaska History 
(www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/standards/HistoryStandardsMarch2006.pdf) 

 

 

http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/standards/HistoryStandardsMarch2006.pdf
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Alaska Standards: Geography 
www.educ.state.ak.us/ContentStandards/geography.html) 

 

 

 

http://www.educ.state.ak.us/ContentStandards/geography.html
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Alaska Standards: Government & 

Citizenship 
(www.educ.state.ak.us/ContentStandards/Governement.html) 

 

 

 

http://www.educ.state.ak.us/ContentStandards/Governement.html
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Alaska Standards: History 
www.educ.state.ak.us/ContentStandards/history.html) 

 

 

 

http://www.educ.state.ak.us/ContentStandards/history.html
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The Five Themes of Geography 
THEME 1: LOCATION 
Every point on Earth has a specific location that is determined by an imaginary grid of lines denoting 

latitude and longitude. Parallels of latitude measure distances north and south of the line called the Equator. 

Meridians of longitude measure distances east and west of the line called the Prime Meridian. Geographers 

use latitude and longitude to pinpoint a place’s absolute or exact location. 
 

To know the absolute location of a place is only part of the story. It is also important to know how that 

place is related to other places – in other words, to know that place’s relative location. Relative location 

deals with the interaction that occurs between and among places. It refers to the many ways – by land, by 

water, even by technology – that places are connected. 

 

THEME 2: PLACE 

All places have characteristics that give them meaning and character and distinguish them from other places 

on earth. Geographers describe places by their physical and human characteristics. Physical characteristics 

include such elements as animal life. Human characteristics of the landscape can be noted in architecture, 

patterns of livelihood, land use and ownership, town planning, and communication and transportation 

networks. Languages, as well as religious and political ideologies, help shape the character of a place. 

Studied together, the physical and human characteristics of places provide clues to help students understand 

the nature of places on the earth. 

 

THEME 3: HUMAN/ENVIRONMENT INTERACTION 

The environment means different things to different people, depending on their cultural backgrounds and 

technological resources. In studying human/environment interaction, geographers look at all the effects – 

positive and negative – that occur when people interact with their surroundings. Sometimes a human act, 

such as damming a river to prevent flooding or to provide irrigation, requires consideration of the potential 

consequences. The construction of Hoover Dam on the Colorado River, for example, changed the natural 

landscape, but it also created a reservoir that helps provide water and electric power for the arid Southwest. 

Studying the consequences of human/environment interaction helps people plan and manage the 

environment responsibly. 

 

THEME 4: MOVEMENT 
People interact with other people, places, and things almost every day of their lives. They travel from one 

place to another; they communicate with each other; and they rely upon products, information and ideas 

that come from beyond their immediate environment. 
 

Students should be able to recognize where resources are located, who needs them, and how they are 

transported over the earth’s surface. The theme of movement helps students understand how they 

themselves are connected with, and dependent upon, other regions, cultures and people in the world. 

 

THEME 5: REGIONS 
A basic unit of geographic study is the region, an area on the earth’s surface that is defined by certain 

unifying characteristics. The unifying characteristics may be physical, human or cultural. In addition to 

studying the unifying characteristics of a region, geographers study how a region changes over times. Using 

the theme of regions, geographers divide the world into manageable units for study. 
 

The five themes were written in 1984 by the Joint Committee on Geographic Education of the National 

Council for Geographic Education (NCGE) and the Association of American Geographers (AAG). 

(www.ncge.org)    

http://www.ncge.org/
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K-5 English/Language Arts Standards  
(Adopted June 15, 2012) 

 

Reading Standards for Literature K-5 

The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students gain 

adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is also infused through the requirement 

that students read increasingly complex texts through the grades. Students advancing through the 

grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop 

skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. 

 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. With prompting and 

support, ask and answer 

questions about a literary text 

using key details from the text. 

1. Ask and answer questions 

about a literary text using key 

details from the text. 

1. Ask and answer such 

questions as who, what, 

where, when, why, and how 

to demonstrate understanding 

of a literary text using key 

details from the text. 

2. With prompting and 

support, retell familiar stories, 

using key details.  

2. Retell stories, using key 

details, and demonstrate 

understanding their message 

(e.g., teach a lesson, make 

you laugh, tell a scary story, 

tell about an event) or 

lesson. 

2. Retell stories, including 

fables and folktales from 

diverse cultures, and 

determine the author’s 

purpose (e.g., teach a lesson, 

make you laugh, tell a scary 

story, describe an imaginary 

place), lesson or moral. 

3. With prompting and 

support, identify characters, 

settings, major events, and 

problem-solution in a story, 

song, or poem.  

3. Describe characters, 

settings, major events, and 

problem-solution in a story, 

play, or poem, using key 

details. 

3. Describe how characters in 

a story, play or poem 

respond to major events, 

problems, and challenges. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Ask and answer questions 

about unknown words in a 

text.  

4. Identify words and phrases 

in stories, plays, or poems 

that suggest feelings or 

appeal to the senses. 

4. Identify words and phrases 

that supply rhythm or 

sensory images and meaning 

in a story, poem, or song 

(e.g., regular beats, 

alliteration, rhymes, repeated 

lines) and describe how they 

make a reader feel or what a 

reader might see in his or her 

mind. 
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5. Identify common types of 

texts (e.g., picture books, 

stories, poems, songs).  

 

5. Explain major differences 

between books that tell 

stories and books that give 

information (fiction, non-

fiction, and poetry), drawing 

on a wide reading of a range 

of text types.  

5. Describe the overall 

structure of a story, including 

describing how the beginning 

introduces the story (who, 

what, why, where), the 

middle describes the problem 

(how characters react or feel 

and what they do), and the 

ending concludes the action 

or tells how the problem was 

solved. 

6. With prompting and 

support, name the author and 

illustrator of a story and 

describe the role of each in 

telling the story.  

 

6. Identify who is telling the 

story at various points in the 

text (e.g., a character in the 

text or a narrator/story teller). 

 

6. Acknowledge differences 

in the points of view of 

characters, including by 

speaking in a different voice 

for each character when 

reading dialogue aloud. 

 

 

Reading Standards for Literature K-5 
Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. With prompting and 

support, describe the 

relationship between 

illustrations and the story in 

which they appear (e.g., what 

moment in a story an 

illustration depicts) or use 

illustrations to tell or retell a 

story. 

7. Use illustrations and 

details in a story read or 

read aloud to describe its 

characters, events, setting, 

or problem-solution. 

7. Use information gained 

from the illustrations and 

words in a print or digital text 

to demonstrate understanding 

of its characters, setting, or 

plot (e.g., problem-solution; 

chronology). 

8. (Not applicable to literature)  8. (Not applicable to 

literature)  

8. (Not applicable to 

literature) 

9. With prompting and 

support, compare and contrast 

the adventures and experiences 

of characters in familiar 

stories.  

9. With prompting and 

support, compare and 

contrast the adventures and 

experiences of characters in 

stories. 

9. Compare and contrast two 

or more versions of the same 

story/text (e.g., Cinderella 

stories) by different authors or 

from different cultures. 

Range of Reading and Level of Complexity 

10. Actively engage in shared 

reading activities using 

literature from a variety of 

cultures with purpose and 

understanding, and scaffolding 

as needed. 

10. With prompting and 

support, read prose and 

poetry from a variety of 

cultures of appropriate 

complexity for grade 1. 

10. By the end of the year, 

read and comprehend a range 

of literature from a variety of 

cultures,  within a complexity 

band appropriate to grade 2 

(from upper grade 1 to grade 
3), with scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the range. 
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Reading Standards for Literature K-5 
Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Ask and answer questions to 

demonstrate understanding of 

a text (e.g., making basic 

inferences and predictions), 

referring explicitly to details 

from the text as the basis for 

the answers. 

1. Refer to details and 

examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text. 

1. Locate explicit information 

in the text to support 

inferences drawn from the 

text. Quote accurately from a 

text when explaining what 

the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences 

from the text. 

2. Determine the author’s 

purpose, message, lesson, 

or moral and explain how it 

is conveyed through key 

details in the text; 

summarize stories in 

correct sequence, including 

fables and folktales from 

diverse cultures. 

 

2. Determine a theme or 

author’s message or purpose 

of a story, drama, or poem 

using details and evidence 

from the text as support; 

summarize main ideas or 

events, in correct sequence, 

including how conflicts are 

resolved. 

2. Determine a theme or 

author’s message or purpose 

of a story, drama, or poem 

using details and evidence 

from the text as support, 

including how characters in 

a story or drama respond to 

challenges or how the 

speaker in a poem reflects 

upon a topic; summarize 

main ideas or events, in 

correct sequence. 

3. Describe characters in a 

story (e.g., their traits, 

motivations, or feelings) 

and explain how their 

actions contribute to the 

sequence of events (e.g., 

creating or solving a 

problem). 

3. Describe in depth a 

character, setting, or event 

in a story or drama, 

drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a 

character’s thoughts, 

words, or actions). 

3. Compare and contrast 

two or more characters, 

settings, or events in a story 

or drama, drawing on 

specific details in the text 

(e.g., how characters 

interact, how conflicts are 

resolved). 

Craft and Structure 

4. Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, 

distinguishing literal 

meanings from use of 

figurative language (e.g., 

exaggeration in tall tales). 

4. Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including 

use of figurative language 

and literary devices (e.g., 

imagery, metaphors, 

similes). 

4. Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including use 

of figurative language and 

literary devices (e.g., 

imagery, metaphors, 

analogies, hyperbole). 

5. Refer to parts of stories, 

dramas, and poems when 

writing or speaking about a 

text, using terms such as 

chapter, scene, and stanza; 

describe how each successive 

part builds on earlier sections. 

5. Explain major differences 

between poems, drama, and 

prose, and refer to the 

structural elements of poems 

(e.g., verse and rhythm) and 

drama (e.g., casts of 

characters, settings, 

descriptions, dialogue, stage 

directions) when writing or 

speaking about a text. 

5. Explain how a series 

of chapters, scenes, or 

stanzas fits together to 

provide the overall 

structure of a particular 

story, drama, or poem. 
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6. Distinguish their own 

point of view from that of 

the narrator or those of 

the characters. 

6. Compare and contrast the 
point of view from which 
different stories are 
narrated, including how the 
use of first or third person 
can change the way a reader 
might see characters or 

events described. 

6. Describe how a narrator’s or 
speaker’s point of view (e.g., 
first person, third person) 
influences how events are 
described or how characters are 
developed and portrayed. 

 

 

Reading Standards for Literature K-5 
Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Explain how specific 

aspects of text’s illustrations 

contribute to what is 

conveyed by the words in a 

story (e.g., create mood, 

emphasize aspects of a 

character or setting). 

7. Make connections 

between the text of a story 

or drama and a visual or oral 

presentation of the text, 

identifying where each 

version reflects specific 

descriptions and directions 

in the text. 

7. Analyze how visual and 

multimedia elements 

contribute to the meaning, 

tone, or personal appeal of a 

text (e.g., graphic novel, 

multimedia presentation of 

fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

8. (Not applicable to 

literature) 

8. (Not applicable to 

literature) 

8. (Not applicable to 

literature) 
9. Compare and contrast the 
themes, settings, and plots of 
stories written by the same 
author about the same or 
similar characters (e.g., in books 
from a series). 

9. Compare and contrast the 

treatment of similar themes 

and plots (e.g., opposition of 

good and evil) and patterns 

of events (e.g., the quest) in 

literature. 

9. Compare and contrast stories 
in the same genre (e.g., 
mysteries and adventure 
stories) on their approaches to 
similar themes and plot 
development. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. By the end of the year, 

read and comprehend a range 

of literature from a variety of 

cultures,  within a complexity 

band appropriate to grade 3 

(from upper grade 2 to grade 
4), with scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the range. 
 

10. By the end of the year, 

read and comprehend a range 

of literature from a variety of 

cultures,  within a complexity 

band appropriate to grade 4 

(from upper grade 3 to grade 
5), with scaffolding as 

needed at the high end of the 

range. 
 

10. By the end of the year, 

read and comprehend a range 

of literature from a variety of 

cultures,  within a complexity 

band appropriate to grade 5 

(from upper grade 4 to grade 

6), with scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the range. 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text K-5 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. With prompting and 

support, elicit 

background/prior knowledge 

and experience in order to ask 

and answer questions about an 

informational text using key 

details from the text. 

1. With prompting and 

support, elicit 

background/prior knowledge 

and experience in order to ask 

and answer questions about 

an informational text using 

key details from the text. 

1. Ask and answer such 

questions as who, what, 

where, when, why, and how 

to demonstrate understanding 

of informational texts using 

key details from the text. 

2. With prompting and 

support, identify the main 

topic and retell key details of 

a text. 

 

2. Identify the main topic or 

author’s purpose (e.g., to 

teach or tell us about …) and 

retell key details of a text. 

2. Identify the main topic of 

a multiparagraph text as well 

as the focus of specific 

paragraphs within the text. 

3. With prompting and 

support, describe the 

connection between two 

individuals, events, ideas, or 

pieces of information in a text.  

3. Describe the connection 
between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text. 

3. Describe the connection 
between a series of historical 
events, scientific ideas or 
concepts, or steps in technical 
procedures in a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. With prompting and 

support, ask and answer 

questions about unknown 

words in a text.  

4. Ask and answer questions 

to help determine or clarify 

the meaning of words and 

phrases in a text. 

4. Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases in a text 

relevant to a grade 2 topic or 

subject area. 

5. Identify the front cover, 

back cover, and title page of a 

book.  

 

5. Know and use various text 

features (e.g., title, labels with 

graphics, bold print, visual 

cues such as arrows, 

electronic menus, icons) to 

locate key facts or 

information in a text. 

5. Know and use various text 

features (e.g., captions, bold 

print, headings, charts, 

bulleted or numbered lists, 

electronic menus, icons) to 

locate key facts or 

information in a text 

efficiently. 
6. Name the author and 

illustrator of a text and 

describe the role of each in 

presenting the ideas or 

information in a text.  

6. Distinguish between 
information provided by photos 
or other graphics and 
information provided by the 
words in a text. 

6. Identify the main purpose of 
a text, including what the 
author wants to answer, 
explain, or describe. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. With prompting and 

support, describe the 

relationship between 

illustrations and the text in 

which they appear (e.g., what 

person, place, thing, or idea in 

the text an illustration 

depicts). 

7. Use the illustrations and 

details in a text to describe its 

key ideas. 

7. Explain how specific 

images (e.g., a diagram 

showing how a machine 

works) contribute to and 

clarify a text. 
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8. With prompting and 

support, identify the opinions 

an author states in a text. 

8. Identify the opinions an 

author states to support points 

in a text. 

8. Describe how reasons 

given support specific 

opinions the author states in 

a text. 

9. With prompting and 

support, identify basic 

similarities in and differences 

between information 

presented in two texts on the 

same topic (e.g., compare two 

photos or diagrams, compare 

two animal babies).  

9. Identify basic similarities 

in and differences between 

information presented in two 

texts on the same topic (e.g., 

compare two graphics, 

descriptions, or steps in a 

process to make something). 

9. Compare and contrast the 

most important points 

presented by two texts or 

related topics (e.g., a book 

about polar bears and a book 

about black bears). 

 

 

Reading Standards for Informational Text K-5 
Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  

10. Actively engage in shared 

reading activities using a range 

of topics and texts with 

purpose and understanding, 

with scaffolding as needed.  

 

10. With prompting and 

support, read informational 

texts on a range of topics 

appropriately complex for 

grade 1, with scaffolding as 

needed. 

10. By the end of the year, 

read and comprehend a range 

of informational texts, 

including history/social 

studies, science, and 

technical texts within a 

complexity band appropriate 

to grade 2 (from upper grade 
1 to grade 3), with 

scaffolding as needed at the 

high end of the range. 
 

 

 

Reading Standards for Informational Text K-5 
Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Ask and answer questions 

to demonstrate 

understanding of a text, 

(e.g., explaining what the 

texts says explicitly, making 

basic inferences and 

predictions), referring 

explicitly to the text as the 

basis for the answers. 

1. Locate explicit information 

in the text to explain what the 

text says explicitly and to 

support inferences drawn 

from the text. 

 

1. Locate explicit information 

in the text to explain what the 

text says explicitly and to 

support inferences drawn from 

the text. 
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2. Determine the main idea 

of a text and locate details 

that support the main idea; 

paraphrase or summarize 

main ideas or events in a 

multi-paragraph text, 

including correct sequence 

and details that support the 

main idea. 

2. Determine the main idea of 

a text and explain how it is 

supported by key details; 

paraphrase or summarize key 

ideas, events, or procedures 

including correct sequence 

when appropriate. 

2. Determine the main idea 

and subtopics of a text and 

explain how they are 

supported by key details; 

paraphrase or summarize key 

ideas, events, or procedures 

including correct sequence 

when appropriate. 

3. Describe the relationship 

or connection among a 

series of historical events, 

scientific ideas or concepts, 

or steps in technical 

procedures in a text, using 

language that pertains to 

time, sequence, and 

cause/effect. 

3. Explain relationships (e.g., 
cause-effect) among events, 
procedures, ideas, or concepts 
in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text, including what 
happened and why, based on 
specific information in the text. 

3. Explain the relationships (e.g., 
cause-effect) or interactions 
among two or more individuals, 
events, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical 
text based on specific 
information in the text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Determine the meaning of 

general academic and 

domain-specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to 

a grade 3 topic or subject 

area. 

4. Determine the meaning of 

general academic and 

domain-specific words or 

phrases in a text relevant to a 

grade 4 topic or subject area. 

4. Determine the meaning of 

general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases in 

a text relevant to a grade 5 

topic or subject area. 

5. Use text features and 

search tools (e.g., table of 

contents, index, key 

words, sidebars, 

hyperlinks) to locate 

information relevant to a 

given topic efficiently. 

5. Describe the overall 

structure (e.g., sequence, 

comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, 

ideas, concepts, or 

information in a text or part of 

a text. 

5. Compare and contrast the 

overall structure (e.g., 

sequence, comparison, 

cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, 

ideas, concepts, or information 

in two or more texts. 

6. Determine author’s 

purpose; distinguish own 

point of view from that of 

the author of a text. 

6. Determine author’s 

purpose; compare and 

contrast a firsthand and 

secondhand account of the 

same event or topic; describe 

the differences in focus and 

the information provided. 

6. Determine author’s purpose; 
analyze multiple accounts of the 
same event or topic, noting 
important similarities and 
differences in the points of view 
they represent. (e.g., social 
studies topics, media messages 
about current events).  
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Reading Standards for Informational Text K-5 
Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Use information gained 

from illustrations (e.g., 

maps, photographs), and the 

words in a text to 

demonstrate understanding 

of the text (e.g., where, 

when, why, and how key 

events occur). 

7. Interpret information 

presented visually, orally, or 

quantitatively (e.g., in 

charts, graphs, diagrams, 

time lines, animations, or 

interactive elements on Web 

pages) and explain how the 

information contributes to 

an understanding of the text 

in which it appears. 

7. Draw on information from 

multiple print or digital 

sources, demonstrating the 

ability to locate an answer to a 

question quickly or to solve a 

problem efficiently. 

8. Describe the logical 

connection between particular 

sentences and paragraphs in a 

text (e.g., comparison, 

cause/effect, first/second/third 

in a sequence). 

8. Explain how an author 

uses reasons and evidence to 

support particular points in a 

text. 

8. Explain how an author uses 

reasons and evidence to 

support particular points in a 

text, identifying which 

reasons and evidence supports 

which point(s). 
9. Compare and contrast the 
most important points and key 
details presented in two texts on 
the same topic or related topics. 

9. Integrate information from 
two texts on the same topic or 
related topics in order to write 
or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

9. Integrate information from 

several texts on the same 

topic or related topics in 

order to write or speak about 

the subject knowledgeably. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. By the end of the year, 

read and comprehend a range 

of informational texts, 

including history/social 

studies, science, and technical 

texts within a complexity band 

appropriate to grade 3 (from 

upper grade 2 to grade 4), 
with scaffolding as needed at 

the high end of the range. 
 

10. By the end of the year, 

read and comprehend a 

range of informational texts, 

including history/social 

studies, science, and 

technical texts within a 

complexity band appropriate 

to grade 4 (from upper 
grade 3 to grade 5), with 

scaffolding as needed at the 

high end of the range. 
 

10. By the end of the year, 

read and comprehend a range 

of informational texts, 

including history/social 

studies, science, and technical 

texts within a complexity 

band appropriate to grade 5 

(from upper grade 4 to grade 
6), with scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the range. 
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Writing Standards K-5 

The following standards for K - 5 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that 

students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. Each year in their writing, 

students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from 

vocabulary and syntax to the development and organization of ideas, and they should address 

increasingly demanding content and sources. Students advancing through the grades are expected 

to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and 

understandings mastered in preceding grades.  

 

 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 

Text Types and Purposes 

1. Use a combination of 

drawing, dictating, and 

writing to state an opinion or 

a preference about a topic or 

part of a book (e.g., I like 

dogs better than cats 

because…; My favorite part 

of the story is when...; I think 

it was funny when…). 

1. Write opinion pieces in 

which they introduce the 

topic or name the book they 

are writing about, state an 

opinion or preference, supply 

a fact (e.g., because race cars 

go faster than…) or reason for 

the opinion, and end with a 

sentence that restates their 

opinion related to a feeling or 

emotion (e.g., it makes me 

laugh; that was the scariest 

part). 

1. Write opinion pieces in 

which they introduce the 

topic or book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, 

supply reasons that support 

the opinion, use linking 

words (e.g., because, and, 

also) to connect opinion and 

reasons, and provide one or 

more concluding sentences 

that restate or paraphrase 

their opinion. 

2. Use a combination of 

drawing, dictating, and 

writing to compose 

informative/explanatory texts 

in which they name what they 

are writing about and supply 

some information about the 

topic. 

2. Write 

informative/explanatory texts 

in which they name a topic, 

supply some facts about the 

topic, and provide some sense 

of closure (e.g., restate at the 

end the most interesting fact 

or the most important idea 

shared). 

2. Write 

informative/explanatory texts 

in which they introduce a 

topic, use facts and 

definitions to develop points, 

and provide a concluding 

statement or one or more 

concluding sentences that 

emphasize their most 

important point or focus. 

3. Use a combination of 

drawing, dictating, and 

writing to narrate a real or 

imagined event or several 

loosely linked events, tell 

about the events in the order 

in which they occurred, and 

provide an ending (how the 

problem was solved) or a 

reaction (e.g., a feeling)  to 

what happened. 

3. Use narrative writing to 

recount two or more real or 

imagined sequenced events, 

include some details 

regarding what happened, 

who was there, use linking 

words to signal event order 

(e.g., first, next, then), and 

provide an ending (e.g., how 

the problem was solved; how 

someone felt at the end). 

3. Use narrative writing to 

retell a well-elaborated event 

or short sequence of real or 

imagined events, include 

details to describe actions, 

thoughts, and feelings, use 

linking words to signal event 

order, and provide one or 

more concluding sentences 

that restate or emphasize a 

feeling or lesson learned. 
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Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. (Begins in grade 3.) 4. (Begins in grade 3) 4. (Begins in grade 3) 

5. With guidance and support 

from adults, respond to 

questions and suggestions 

from peers and add details to 

strengthen writing as needed. 

5. With guidance and support 

from adults, focus on a topic, 

respond to questions and 

suggestions from peers, and 

add concrete and sensory 

details to strengthen writing 

as needed. 

5. With guidance and support 

from adults and peers, focus 

on a topic and strengthen 

writing as needed (e.g., 

adding concrete and sensory 

details; elaborating on how 

the details chosen support the 

focus) by revising and 

editing. 

 

 

Writing Standards K-5 
Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 

6. With guidance and support 

from adults, explore a variety 

of digital tools to produce and 

publish writing, including in 

collaboration with peers. 

6. With guidance and support 

from adults, use a variety of 

digital tools to produce and 

publish writing, including in 

collaboration with peers. 

6. With guidance and 

support from adults, use a 

variety of digital tools to 

produce and publish writing, 

including in collaboration 

with peers. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Participate in shared 

research and writing projects 

(e.g., explore a number of 

books by a favorite author and 

combine or summarize 

information/facts learned or 

express opinions about them). 

7. Participate in shared 

research and writing projects 

(e.g., explore a number of 

“how-to” books on a given 

topic and use them to write a 

sequence of instructions or 

combine or summarize 

information/facts learned). 

7. Participate in shared 

research and writing 

projects (e.g., read a number 

of books on a single topic to 

produce a report or visual or 

oral presentation; record 

data from science 

observations). 

8. With guidance and support 

from adults, recall information 

from experiences or gather 

information from provided 

sources to answer a question. 

8. With guidance and support 

from adults, recall information 

from experiences or gather 

information from provided 

sources to answer a question. 

8. Recall information from 

experiences or gather 

information from provided 

sources to answer a 

question. 

9. (Begins in grade 4) 9. (Begins in grade 4) 9. (Begins in grade 4) 

Range of Writing 

10. (Begins in grade 3) 10. (Begins in grade 3) 10. (Begins in grade 3) 
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Writing Standards K-5 
Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write opinion pieces on 

topics or texts, supporting a 

point of view with fact- or text-

based reasons (e.g., I like large 

dogs better than small dogs 

because they can pull a sled and 

run for a longer time than small 

dogs can). 

1. Write opinion pieces on topics 

or texts, supporting a point of 

view with fact- or text-based 

reasons and information (e.g., 

The character ___   was brave 

because she ____). 

a. Introduce a topic or text 

clearly, state an opinion, and 

create an organizational 

structure in which related ideas 

are grouped to support the 

writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide reasons that are 

supported by facts and details. 

c. Link opinion and reasons 

using words and phrases (e.g., 

for instance, in order to, in 

addition). 

d. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that 

reinforces or restates the opinion 

presented. 

1. Write opinion pieces on topics 

or texts, supporting a point of 

view with fact- or text-based 

reasons and information. 

a. Introduce a topic or text 

clearly, state an opinion, and 

create an organizational 

structure in which ideas are 

logically grouped to support the 

writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide logically ordered 

reasons that are supported by 

facts and details. 

c. Link opinion and reasons 

using words, phrases, and 

clauses (e.g., consequently, 

specifically, most of all). 

d. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that 

reinforces or restates the opinion 

presented. 

a. Introduce the topic or text 

they are writing about, state an 

opinion, and create an 

organizational structure that 

lists fact- or text-based reasons. 

b. Provide reasons that support 

the opinion. 

c. Link opinion and reasons 

using words and phrases (e.g., 

because, therefore, since, for 

example). 

d. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that 

reinforces or restates the 

opinion. 

2. Write 

informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey 

ideas and information clearly. 

2. Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas and information 

clearly. 

2. Write 

informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey 

ideas and information clearly.  

a. Introduce a topic and group 

related information together; 

include labeled or captioned 

visuals when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, 

definitions, details, and 

explanations that support the 

focus. 

c. Use linking words and 

phrases (e.g., also, another, 

and, more, but) to connect ideas 

within categories of 

information. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly and 

group related information in 

paragraphs and sections; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), 

labeled or captioned 

visuals/diagrams, and 

multimedia when useful to 

aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, 

definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other 

information/explanations and 

examples that support the focus. 

c. Link ideas within categories 

of information using words and 

phrases (e.g., another, for 

example, also, because). 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, 

provide a general observation 

and focus, and group related 

information logically; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), 

labeled or captioned 

visuals/graphics, and multimedia 

when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, 

definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information 

and examples that support the 

topic. 

c. Link ideas within and 

across categories of 

information using words, 

phrases, and clauses (e.g., in 

contrast, especially). 
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Writing Standards K-5 
Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

d. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that 

paraphrases the focus of the 

text. 

d. Use precise language and 

domain-specific vocabulary 

to inform about or explain 

the topic. 

d. Use precise language and 

domain-specific vocabulary to 

inform about or explain the 

topic. 

 e. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that 

paraphrases the focus of the 

text or explanation presented. 

e. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that 

paraphrases the focus of the 

text or explanation presented. 

3. Use narrative writing to 

develop real or imagined 

characters, experiences, or 

events using effective 

narrative techniques 

(dialogue, description, 

elaboration, problem-

solution, figurative 

language), and clear event 

sequences (chronology). 

3. Use narrative writing to 

develop real or imagined 

characters, experiences, or 

events using effective 

narrative techniques 

(dialogue, description, 

elaboration, problem-

solution, figurative language) 

and clear event sequences 

(chronology). 

3. Use narrative writing to 

develop real or imagined 

characters, experiences, or 

events using effective 

narrative techniques (dialogue, 

description, elaboration, 

problem-solution, figurative 

language) and clear event 

sequences (chronology). 

a. Orient the reader by 

establishing a context or 

situation and introducing a 

narrator and/or characters; 

organize an event sequence 

that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use narrative techniques, 

such as dialogue, description 

and elaboration, concrete and 

sensory details, literary 

devices, and pacing to describe 

actions, thoughts, and 

motivations and to develop 

experiences and events 

showing the responses of 

characters to situations, 

problems, or conflicts. 

c. Use a variety of transitional 

words, phrases, and devices 

(e.g., foreshadowing) to 

develop the pacing and 

sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words and 

phrases, sensory details, and 

elaboration to convey 

experiences and events 

precisely. 

e. Provide a conclusion that 

follows from the narrated 

experiences or events. 

a. Establish a context or 

situation and introduce a 

narrator and/or characters; 

organize an event sequence 

that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use narrative techniques, 

such as dialogue, description 

and elaboration, and concrete 

and sensory details to 

describe actions, thoughts, 

and feelings and to develop 

experiences and events 

showing the response of 

characters to situations or 

problems. 

c. Use transitional words and 

phrases to signal event 

sequences (e.g., later, soon 

after). 

d. Provide a sense of closure 

(e.g., how a problem was 

solved or how the event 

ended). 

a. Orient the reader by 

establishing a context or 

situation and introducing a 

narrator and/or characters; 

organize an event sequence 

that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use narrative techniques, 

such as dialogue, description 

and elaboration, and concrete 

and sensory details to 

describe actions, thoughts, 

and motivations and to 

develop experiences and 

events showing the responses 

of characters to situations, 

problems, or conflicts. 

c. Use a variety of 

transitional words and 

phrases to develop the 

sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words and 

phrases and sensory details, 

and elaboration to convey 

experiences and events 

precisely. 

e. Provide a conclusion that 

follows from the narrated 

experiences or events. 
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Writing Standards K-5 
Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. With guidance and support 

from adults, produce writing 

in which the development 

and organization are 

appropriate to task and 

purpose. (Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types 

are defined in standards 1–3 

above.) 

4. Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 

development and 

organization are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and 

audience. (Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types 

are defined in standards 1–3 

above.) 

4. Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 

development and organization 

are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

(Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are defined 

in standards 1–3 above.) 

5. With guidance and support 

from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by 

planning, revising, and 

editing. (Editing for 

conventions should 

demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1–3 up to 

and including grade 3.) 

5. With guidance and support 

from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by 

planning, revising, and 

editing. (Editing for 

conventions should 

demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1–3 up 

to and including grade 4.) 

5. With guidance and support 

from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new 

approach. (Editing for 

conventions should 

demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1–3 up to 

and including grade 5.) 

6. With guidance and support 

from adults, use technology 

to produce and publish 

writing (using keyboarding 

skills) as well as to interact 

and collaborate with others 

and to locate information 

about topics. 

6. With some guidance and 

support from adults, use 

technology, including the 

Internet, to produce, edit, and 

publish writing as well as to 

interact and collaborate with 

others and to locate 

information about topics; 

demonstrate sufficient 

command of keyboarding 

skills to type a minimum of 

one page in a single sitting. 

6. With some guidance and 

support from adults, use 

technology, including the 

Internet, to produce, edit, and 

publish writing as well as to 

interact and collaborate with 

others; demonstrate sufficient 

command of keyboarding 

skills to type a minimum of 

two pages in a single sitting. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short research 

projects that build knowledge 

about a topic. 

7. Conduct short research 

projects that build knowledge 

through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic. 

7. Conduct short research 

projects that use several 

sources to build knowledge 

through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic. 
8. Recall information from 

experiences or gather 

information from print and 

digital sources; take brief notes 

on sources and sort evidence 

into provided categories. 

8. Recall relevant information 

from experiences or gather 

relevant information from print 

and digital sources; take notes 

and categorize information, and 

provide a list of sources. 

8. Recall relevant information 

from experiences or gather 

relevant information from print 

and digital sources; summarize 

or paraphrase information in 

notes and finished work, and 

provide a list of sources. 
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Writing Standards K-5 
Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

9. (Begins in grade 4) 9. Draw evidence from 

literary or informational texts 

to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

9. Draw evidence from literary 

or informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

 a. Apply grade 4 Reading 

standards to literature (e.g., 

“Describe in depth a 

character, setting, or event in 

a story or drama, drawing on 

specific details in the text 

[e.g., a character’s thoughts, 

words, or actions].”). 

a. Apply grade 5 Reading 

standards to literature (e.g., 

“Compare and contrast two or 

more characters, settings, or 

events in a story or drama, 

drawing on specific details in 

the text [e.g., how characters 

interact, how conflicts are 

resolved].”). 

 b. Apply grade 4 Reading 

standards to informational 

texts (e.g., “Explain how an 

author uses reasons and 

evidence to support particular 

points in a text.”). 

b. Apply grade 5 Reading 

standards to informational 

texts (e.g., “Explain how an 

author uses reasons and 

evidence to support particular 

points in a text, identifying 

which reasons and evidence 

supports which point[s].”). 

Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 
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Standards for Literacy in 

Historical/Social Studies, Science, and 

Technical Subjects 6-12  
(Adopted June 15, 2012) 

 

Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12 

The standards below begin in grade 6; standards for K-5 reading in history/social studies, science 

and technical subjects are integrated in the K-5 Reading standards. The Alaska Reading Anchor 

Standards and high school standards in literacy work in tandem to define college and career 

readiness expectations – the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional 

specificity. 

 

Grades 6-8 students: Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students: 

Key Ideas and Details 
1. Cite specific textual evidence 

to support analysis of primary 

and secondary sources. 

1. Cite specific textual evidence 

to support analysis of primary 

and secondary sources, 

attending to such features as the 

date and origin of the 

information. 

1. Cite specific textual evidence 

to support analysis of primary 

and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an 

understanding of the text as a 

whole. 

2. Determine the central ideas or 

information of a primary or 

secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of the source 

distinct from prior knowledge or 

opinions. 

2. Determine the central ideas 

or information of a primary or 

secondary source; provide 

accurate summary of how key 

events or ideas develop over 

the course of the text.  

2. Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide 
accurate summary that makes 
clear the relationships among 
the key details and ideas. 

3. Identify key steps in a text’s 
description of a process related 
to history/social studies (e.g., 
how a bill becomes law, how 
interest rates are raised or 
lowered).  

3. Analyze in detail a series of 
events described in a text; 
determine whether earlier 
events caused later ones or 
simply preceded them. 

3. Evaluate various explanations 

for actions or events and 

determine which explanation 

best accords with textual 

evidence, acknowledging where 

the text leaves matters uncertain. 

Craft and Structure 
4. Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to domains 

related to history/social studies. 

 

4. Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including 

vocabulary describing political, 

social, or economic aspects of 

history/social studies. 

4. Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of 

specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including 

analogies or allusions to other 

texts. 
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5. Describe how a text 

presents information (e.g., 

sequentially, comparatively, 

causally) 

5. Analyze how a text uses 

structure to emphasize key 

points or advance an 

explanation or analysis.  

5. Analyze in detail how a 

complex primary source is 

structured, including how 

key sentences, paragraphs, 

and larger portions of the 

text contribute to the whole. 
6. Identify aspects of a text that 
reveal an author’s point of view 
or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance 
of particular facts). 

6. Compare the point of view 

of two or more authors for 

how they treat the same or 

similar topics, including 

which details they include 

and emphasize in their 

respective accounts. 

6. Evaluate authors’ differing 
points of view on the same 
historical event or issue by 
assessing the authors’ claims, 
reasoning, and evidence. 

 
Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12 
Grades 6-8 students: 

 

Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students: 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate visual 

information (e.g., in charts, 

graphs, photographs, videos, 

or maps) with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

7. Integrate quantitative or 

technical analysis (e.g., 

charts, research data) with 

qualitative analysis in print or 

digital texts. 

7. Integrate and evaluate 

multiple sources of 

information presented in 

diverse formats and media 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 

as well as in words) in order 

to address a question or solve 

a problem. 

8. Distinguish among fact, 

opinion, and reasoned 

judgment in a text. 

8. Assess the extent to which 

the reasoning and evidence in 

a text support the author’s 

claim. 

8. Evaluate an author’s 

premises, claims, and 

evidence by corroborating or 

challenging them with other 

information. 
9. Analyze the relationship 
between a primary and 
secondary source on the same 
topic. 

9. Compare and contrast 
treatments of the same topic in 
several primary and secondary 
sources.  

9. Integrate information from 
diverse sources, both primary 
and secondary, into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or 
event, noting discrepancies 
among sources. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. By the end of grade 8, 

read and comprehend 

history/social studies texts in 

the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band 

independently and 

proficiently. 
 

10. By the end of grade 10, 

read and comprehend 

history/social studies texts in 

the grades 9-10 text 

complexity band 

independently and 

proficiently. 

10. By the end of grade 12, 

read and comprehend 

history/social studies texts in 

the grades 11-12 text 

complexity band 

independently and 

proficiently. 
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Reading Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects 6-12 
Grades 6-8 students: 

 

Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students: 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Cite specific textual 

evidence to support analysis 

of science and technical texts. 

1. Cite specific textual 

evidence to support analysis 

of science and technical texts, 

attending to the precise 

details of explanations or 

descriptions. 

1. Cite specific textual 

evidence to support analysis 

of science and technical texts, 

attending to important 

distinctions the author makes 

and to any gaps or 

inconsistencies in the 

account. 

2. Determine the central ideas 

or conclusions of a text; 

provide an accurate summary 

of the text distinct from prior 

knowledge or opinions. 

2. Determine the central ideas 

or conclusions of a text; trace 

the text’s explanation or 

depiction of a complex 

process, phenomenon, or 

concept; provide an accurate 

summary of the text.  

2. Determine the central 

ideas or conclusions of a 
text; summarize complex 

concepts, processes, or 

information presented in a 
text by paraphrasing them in 

simpler but still accurate 
terms. 

3. Follow precisely a multistep 
procedure when carrying out 
experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing 
technical tasks. 

3. Follow precisely a complex 
multistep procedure when 
carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing 
technical tasks, attending to 
special cases or exceptions 
defined in the text. 

3. Follow precisely a complex 

multistep procedure when 

carrying out experiments, 

taking measurements, or 

performing technical tasks; 

analyze the specific results 

based on explanations in the 

text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Determine the meaning of 

symbols, key terms, and other 

domain-specific words and 

phrases as they are used in a 

specific scientific or technical 

context relevant to grades 6-8 

texts and topics. 

 

4. Determine the meaning of 

symbols, key terms, and other 

domain-specific words and 

phrases as they are used in a 

specific scientific or technical 

context relevant to grades 9-

10 texts and topics. 

4. Determine the meaning of 

symbols, key terms, and other 

domain-specific words and 

phrases as they are used in a 

specific scientific or technical 

context relevant to grades 11-

12 texts and topics. 

5. Analyze the structure an 
author uses to organize a text, 

including how the major 

sections contribute to the 
whole and to an understanding 

of the topic.  

5. Analyze the structure of the 

relationships among concepts in 

a text, including relationships 

among key terms (e.g., force, 

friction, reaction force, energy).  

5. Analyze how the text 

structures information or ideas 

into categories or hierarchies, 

demonstrating understanding of 

the information or ideas. 

 

6. Analysis the author’s purpose 
in providing an explanation, 
describing a procedure, or 
discussing an experiment in a 
text.  

6. Analyze the author’s purpose 
in providing an explanation, 
describing a p0rocedure, or 
discussing an experiment in a 
text, defining the question the 
author seeks to address. 

6. Analyze the author’s purpose 
in providing an explanation, 
describing a procedure, or 
discussing an experiment in a 
text, identifying important issues 
that remain unresolved. 
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Reading Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects 6-12 
Grades 6-8 students: 

 

Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students: 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate quantitative or 

technical information 

expressed in words in a text 

with a version of that 

information expressed 

visually (e.g., in a flowchart, 

diagram, model, graph, or 

table). 

7. Translate quantitative or 

technical information 

expressed in words in a text 

into visual from (e.g., a table 

or chart) and translate 

information expressed 

visually or mathematically 

(e.g., in an equation) into 

words. 

7. Integrate and evaluate 

multiple sources of 

information presented in 

diverse formats and media 

(e.g., quantitative data, video, 

multimedia) in order to 

address a question or solve a 

problem. 

8. Distinguish among facts, 

reasoned judgment based on 

research findings, and 

speculation in a text. 

8. Assess the extent to which 

the reasoning and evidence in 

a text support the author’s 

claim or a recommendation 

for solving a scientific or 

technical problem. 

8. Evaluate the hypotheses, 

data, analysis, and 

conclusions in a science or 

technical text, verifying the 

data when possible and 

corroborating or challenging 

conclusions with other 

sources of information. 
9. Compare and contrast the 
information gained from 
experiments, simulations, video, 
or multimedia sources with that 
gained from reading a text on 
the same topic. 

9. Compare and contrast 
findings presented in a text to 
those from other sources 
(including their own 
experiments), noting when the 
findings support or contradict 
previous explanations or 
accounts. 

9. Synthesize information from a 
range of sources (e.g., texts, 
experiments, simulations) into a 
coherent understanding of a 
process, phenomenon or 
concept, resolving conflicting 
information when possible. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. By the end of grade 8, 

read and comprehend 

science/technical texts in the 

grades 6-8 text complexity 

band independently and 

proficiently. 
 

10. By the end of grade 10, 

read and comprehend 

science/technical texts in the 

grades 9-10 text complexity 

band independently and 

proficiently. 

10. By the end of grade 12, 

read and comprehend 

science/technical texts in the 

grades 11-12 text complexity 

band independently and 

proficiently. 
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Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical 
Subjects 6-12 
The standards below begin in grade 6; standards for K-5 writing in history/social studies, 

science, and technical subjects are integrated into the K-5 writing standards. The Alaska Writing 

Anchor Standards and high school standards in literacy work in tandem to define college and 

career readiness expectations – the former providing broad standards, the latter providing 

additional specificity. 

 

Grades 6-8 students: Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students: 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments focused on 

discipline-specific content. 

a. Introduce claim(s) abut a topic 

or issue, acknowledge and 

distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, and 

organize the reasons and 

evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical 

reasoning and relevant, accurate 

data and evidence that 

demonstrate an understanding of 

the topic or text, using credible 

sources. 

c. Use words, phrases, and 

clauses to create cohesion and 

clarify the relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, 

and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a 

formal style. 

e. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that follows 

from and supports the argument 

presented. 

1. Write arguments focused on 

discipline-specific content. 

a. Introduce precise claim(s), 

distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, and 

create an organization that 

establishes clear relationships 

among the claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and 

counterclaims fairly, supplying 

data and evidence for each while 

pointing out the strengths and 

limitations of both claim(s) and 

counterclaims in a discipline-

appropriate form and in a manner 

that anticipates the audience’s 

knowledge level and concerns. 

c. Use words, phrases, and 

clauses to link the major sections 

of the text, create cohesion, and 

clarify the relationships between 

claim(s) and reasons between 

reasons and evidence, and 

between claim(s) and 

counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a 

formal style and objective tone 

while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in 

which they are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that follows 

from and supports the argument 

presented. 

1. Write arguments focused on 

discipline-specific content. 

a. Introduce precise claim(s), 

knowledgeable claim(s), establish 

the significance of the claim(s), 

distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, and 

create an organization that 

logically sequences the claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and 

counterclaims fairly and 

thoroughly, supplying the most 

relevant data and evidence for 

each while pointing out the 

strengths and limitations of both 

claim(s) and counterclaims in a 

discipline-appropriate form that 

anticipates the audience’s 

knowledge level, concerns, 

values, and possible biases. 

c. Use words, phrases, and 

clauses as well as varied syntax 

to link the major sections of the 

text, create cohesion, and clarify 

the relationships between 

claim(s) and reasons between 

reasons and evidence, and 

between claim(s) and 

counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a 

formal style and objective tone 

while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in 

which they are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding statement 

or section that follows from and 

supports the argument presented. 
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Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical 
Subjects 6-12 
Grades 6-8 students: Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students: 

2. Write 

informative/explanatory texts, 

including the narration of 

historical events, scientific 

procedures/experiments, or 

technical processes. 

2. Write 

informative/explanatory texts, 

including the narration of 

historical events, scientific 

procedures/experiments, or 

technical processes. 

2. Write 

informative/explanatory texts, 

including the narration of 

historical events, scientific 

procedures/experiments, or 

technical processes. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, 

previewing what is to follow; 

organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader 

categories as appropriate to 

achieving purpose; include 

formatting (e.g., headings) 

graphics (e.g., charts, tables), 

and multimedia when useful 

to aiding comprehension. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, 

previewing what is to follow; 

organize ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies 

such as definition, 

classification, 

comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), 

graphics (e.g., charts, tables), 

and multimedia when useful 

to aiding comprehension. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, 

previewing what is to follow; 

organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader 

categories; include formatting 

(e.g., headings), graphics 

(e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to 

aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with 

relevant facts, definitions, 

concrete details, quotations, 

or other information and 

examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied 

transitions to create cohesion 

and clarify the relationships 

among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and 

domain-specific vocabulary 

to inform about or explain 

the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a 

formal style and objective 

tone. 

f. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that 

follows from and supports the 

information or explanation 

presented. 

b. Develop the topic with 

well-chosen, relevant, and 

sufficient facts, extended 

definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other 

information and examples 

appropriate to the audience’s 

knowledge of the topic. 

c. Use varied transitions and 

sentence structures to link the 

major sections of the text, 

create cohesion, and clarify 

the relationships among ideas 

and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and 

domain-specific vocabulary 

to manage the complexity of 

the topic and convey a style 

appropriate to the discipline 

and context as well as to the 

expertise of likely readers. 

e. Establish and maintain a 

formal style and objective 

tone while attending to the 

norms and conventions of the 

discipline in which they are 

writing. 

b. Develop the topic 

thoroughly by selecting the 

most significant and relevant 

facts, extended definitions, 

concrete details, quotations, 

or other information and 

examples appropriate to the 

audience’s knowledge of the 

topic. 

c. Use varied transitions and 

sentence structures to link the 

major sections of the text, 

create cohesion, and clarify 

the relationships among 

complex ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and 

domain-specific vocabulary 

and techniques such as 

metaphor, simile, and analogy 

to manage the complexity of 

the topic; convey a 

knowledgeable stance in a 

style that responds to the 

discipline and context as well 

as to the expertise of likely 

readers. 
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Grades 6-8 students: Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students: 

f. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that 

follows from and supports the 

information or explanation 

presented (e.g., articulating 

implications or the 

significance of the topic). 

e. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that 

follows from and supports the 

information or explanation 

presented (e.g., articulating 

implications or the 

significance of the topic). 

 
 

Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical 
Subjects 6-12 
Grades 6-8 students: Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students: 

3. Not applicable as a 

separate requirement. 

3. Not applicable as a separate 

requirement. 

3. Not applicable as a separate 

requirement. 
 

Note: Students’ narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The Standards require that students be able to incorporate 

narrative elements effectively into arguments and information/explanatory texts. In history/social studies, students must be 

able to incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of individuals or events of historical import. In science and technical 

subjects, students must be able to write precise enough descriptions of the step-by-step procedures they use in their 

investigations or technical work that others can replicate them and (possibly) reach the same results. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 

development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience.  

4. Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 

development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience.  

4. Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 

development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience.  

5. With some guidance and 

support from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen writing 

as needed by planning, revising, 

editing, rewriting, or trying a 

new approach, focusing on how 

well purpose and audience have 

been addressed. 

5. Develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing 

on addressing what is most 

significant for a specific purpose 

and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing 

on what is most significant for a 

specific purpose and audience. 

6. Use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish 

writing and present the 

relationships between 

information and ideas clearly 

and efficiently. 

6. Use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce, publish, and 

update individual or shared 

writing products, taking 

advantage of technology’s 

capacity to link to other 

information and to display 

information flexibly and 

dynamically. 

6. Use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce, publish, and 

update individual or shared 

writing products in response to 

ongoing feedback, including 

new arguments or information. 
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Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short research 

projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated 

question), drawing on 

several sources and 

generating additional related, 

focused questions that allow 

for multiple avenues of 

exploration. 

7. Conduct short as well as 

more sustained research 

projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated 

question) or solve a problem; 

narrow or broaden the inquiry 

when appropriate; synthesize 

multiple sources on the 

subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject 

under investigation. 

7. Conduct short as well as 

more sustained research 

projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated 

question) or solve a problem; 

narrow or broaden the inquiry 

when appropriate; synthesize 

multiple sources on the 

subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject 

under investigation. 

 

 

Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical 
Subjects 6-12 
Grades 6-8 students: Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students: 

8. Gather relevant 

information from multiple 

print and digital sources, 

using search terms 

effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of 

each source; and quote or 

paraphrase the data and 

conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and 

following a standard format 

for citation. 

8. Gather relevant 

information from multiple 

authoritative print and digital 

sources, using advanced 

searches effectively; assess 

the usefulness of each source 

in answering the research 

question; integrate 

information into the text 

selectively to maintain the 

flow of ideas, avoiding 

plagiarism and following a 

standard format for citation. 

8. Gather relevant 

information from multiple 

authoritative print and digital 

sources, using advanced 

searches effectively; assess 

the strengths and limitations 

of each source in terms of the 

specific task, purpose, and 

audience; integrate 

information into the text 

selectively to maintain the 

flow of ideas, avoiding 

plagiarism and overreliance 

on any one source and 

following a standard format 

for citation. 

9. Draw evidence from 

informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

 

9. Draw evidence from 

informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

9. Draw evidence from 

informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames (time 

for reflection and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) 

for a range of discipline-

specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames (time 

for reflection and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) 

for a range of discipline-

specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames (time 

for reflection and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) 

for a range of discipline-

specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District   88   Standards for Literacy 

Social Studies Curriculum – Appendix   Revised June 2018 

National Economic Standards 
 

Further details on these standards may be found at 

National Council on Economic Education 

(www.councilforeconed.org/resource/voluntary-national-content-standards-in-economics)  

 

Standard 1 
 

SCARCITY 

Productive resources are limited. Therefore, people can not have all 

the goods and services they want; as a result, they must choose 

some things and give up others. 
 

Related concepts: Capital Resources, Choice, Consumer Economics, 

Consumers, Goods, Human Resources, Natural Resources, Opportunity 

Cost, Producers, Production, Productive Resources, Scarcity, Services, 

Wants, Entrepreneurship, Inventors, Entrepreneur, Factors of Production 

Standard 2 
 

DECISION MAKING 

Effective decision-making requires comparing the additional costs 

of alternatives with the additional benefits. Most choices involve 

doing a little more or a little less of something: few choices are "all 

or nothing" decisions. 
 

Related concepts: Decision Making, Profit Motive, Benefit, Costs, 

Marginal Analysis, Profit, Profit Maximization, Cost/Benefit Analysis 

Standard 3 
 

ALLOCATION 

Different methods can be used to allocate goods and services. 

People acting individually or collectively, must choose which 

methods to use to allocate different kinds of goods and services. 
 

Related concepts: Economic Systems, Market Structure, Supply, 

Command Economy, Market Economy, Traditional Economy 

Standard 4 
 

INCENTIVES 

People usually respond predictably to positive and negative 

incentives. 
 

Related concepts: Choice, 

Incentivehttp://www.ncee.net/resources/lessons.php?standard=4 

Standard 5 
 

TRADE 

Voluntary exchange occurs only when all participating parties 

expect to gain. This is true for trade among individuals or 

organizations within a nation, and among individuals or 

organizations in different nations. 
 

Related concepts: Barriers to Trade, Barter, Exports, Imports, Voluntary 

Exchange, Exchange, Exchange Rate 

Standard 6 
 

SPECIALIZATION 

When individuals, regions and nations specialize in what they can 

produce at the lowest cost and then trade with others, both 

production and consumption increase. 
 

Related concepts: Division of Labor, Production, Productive Resources, 

Specialization, Factor Endowments, Gains from Trade, Relative Price, 

Transaction Costs, Factors of Production, Full Employment 

  

http://www.councilforeconed.org/resource/voluntary-national-content-standards-in-economics
http://www.ncee.net/resources/lessons.php?standard=4
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Standard 7 
 

MARKETS AND PRICES 

Markets exist when buyers and sellers interact. This interaction 

determines market prices and thereby allocates scarce goods and 

services. 
 

Related concepts: Market Structure, Markets, Price Floor, Price Stability, 

Quantity Demanded, Quantity Supplied, Relative Price, Exchange Rate 

Standard 8 
 

ROLE OF PRICES 

 

Prices send signals and provide incentives to buyers and sellers. 

When supply or demand changes, market prices adjust, affecting 

incentives. 
 

Related concepts: Non-price Determinants, Price Floor, Price Stability, 

Supply, Determinants of Demand, Determinants of Supply, Law of Demand, 

Law of Supply, Price Ceiling, Substitute Good, Price 

Standard 9 
 

COMPETITION AND  

MARKET STRUCTURE 

Competition among sellers usually lowers costs and prices, and 

encourages producers to produce more of what consumers are willing 

and able to buy. Competition among buyers increases prices and 

allocates goods and services to those people who are willing and able 

to pay the most for them. 
 

Related concepts: Market Structure, Non-price Competition, Levels of 

Competition 

Standard 10 
 

INSTITUTIONS 

Institutions evolve and are created to help individuals and groups 

accomplish their goals. Banks, labor unions, markets, corporations, 

legal systems and not-for-profit organizations are examples of 

important institutions. A different kind of institution, clearly defined 

and enforced property rights, is essential to a market economy. 
 

Related concepts: Legal and Social Framework, Mortgage, Borrower, 

Interest, Labor Union, Legal Forms of Business, Legal Foundations of a 

Market Economy, Nonprofit Organization, Property Rights, Banking 

Standard 11 
 

MONEY AND INFLATION 

Money makes it easier to trade, borrow, save, invest and compare the 

value of goods and services.  The amount of money in the economy 

affects the overall price level.  Inflation is an increase in the overall 

price level that reduces the value of money. 
 

Related concepts: Exchange, Money Management, Money Supply, 

Currency, Definition of Money, Money, Characteristics of Money, 

Functions of Money 

Standard 12 
 

INTEREST RATES 

Interest rates, adjusted for inflation, rise and fall to balance the 

amount saved with the amount borrowed, which affects the allocation 

of scarce resources between present and future uses. 
 

Related concepts: Interest Rate, Monetary Policy, Real vs. Nominal, Risk, 

Investing, Savers, Savings 

Standard 13 
 

INCOME 

Income for most people is determined by the market value of the 

productive resources they sell. What workers earn primarily depends 

on the market value of what they produce.  
 

Related concepts: Human Resources, Derived Demand, Functional 

Distribution of Income, Labor, Labor Market, Marginal Resource Product, 

Personal Distribution of Income, Wage, Aggregate Demand (AD), 

Aggregate Supply (AS), Demand, Prices of Inputs, Functional Distribution 

Standard 14 
 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Entrepreneurs take on the calculated risk of starting new businesses, 

either by embarking on new ventures similar to existing ones or by 

introducing new innovations.  Entrepreneurial innovation is an 

important source of economic growth. 
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Related concepts: Taxation, Costs, Costs of Production, Entrepreneur, Risk, 

Taxes, Cost/Benefit Analysis, Innovation, Entrepreneurship, Inventors 

Standard 15 
 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Investment in factories, machinery, new technology, and in the 

health, education and training of people stimulates economic growth 

and can raise future standards of living. 
 

Related concepts: Incentive, Interest Rate, Opportunity Cost, Production, 

Technological Changes, Trade-off, Trade-offs among goals, Human Capital, 

Intensive Growth, Investment, Physical Capital, Productivity, Risk, Standard 

of Living, Economic Efficiency, Economic Equity, Economic Freedom, 

Economic Growth, Economic Security, Investing, Business, Businesses and 

Households, Factors of Production, Health and Nutrition, Savers, Savings, 

Stock Market 

Standard 16 
 

ROLE OF GOVERNMENT 

AND MARKET FAILURE 

There is an economic role for government in a market economy 

whenever the benefits of a government policy outweigh its costs. 

Governments often provide for national defense, address 

environmental concerns, define and protect property rights and 

attempt to make markets more competitive. Most government 

policies also have direct or indirect effects on people’s incomes. 
 

Related concepts: Externalities, Income, Natural Monopoly, Redistribution 

of Income, Role of Government, Taxation, Transfer Payments, Bonds, 

Distribution of Income, Income Tax, Maintaining Competition, Monopolies, 

Negative Externality, Non-clearing Markets, Positive Externality, Property 

Rights, Public Goods, Maintaining Regulation, Taxes, Regulation, 

Government Expenditures, Government 

Revenueshttp://www.ncee.net/resources/lessons.php?standard=16 

Standard 17 
 

 

GOVERNMENT FAILURE 

Costs of government policies sometimes exceed benefits. This may 

occur because of incentives facing voters, government officials and 

government employees, because of actions by special interest groups 

that can impose costs on the general public, or because social goals 

other than economic efficiency are being pursued. 
 

Related concepts: Cost/Benefit Analysis, Benefit, Costs, Special Interest 

Group, Barriers to Trade 

Standard 18 

 

ECONOMIC FLUCTUATIONS 

Fluctuations in a nation's overall levels of income, employment and 

prices are determined by the interaction of spending and production 

decisions made by all households, firms, government agencies and 

others in the economy.  Recessions occur when overall levels of 

income and employment decline. 
 

Related concepts: Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Macroeconomic 

Indicators, Nominal Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Per Capita Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP), Potential Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Real 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Circular Flow 

  

http://www.ncee.net/resources/lessons.php?standard=16
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Standard 19 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND INFLATION 

Unemployment imposes costs on individuals and the overall 

economy. Inflation, both expected and unexpected, also 

imposes costs on individuals and the overall economy.  

Unemployment increases during recessions and decreases 

during recoveries. 
 

Related concepts: Types of Unemployment, Causes of inflation, 

Consumer Price Index (CPI), Deflation, Labor Force, Unemployment, 

Unemployment Rate, Inflation 

Standard 20 

 

FISCAL AND MONETARY POLICY 

Federal government budgetary policy and the Federal Reserve 

System's monetary policy influence the overall levels of 

employment, output and prices. 
 

Related concepts: Inflation, National Debt, Tools of the Federal 

Reserve, Discount Rate, Federal Budget, Fiscal Policy, Monetary 

Policy, Open Market Operations, Reserve Requirements, Budget, 

Budget Deficit, Central Banking System, Budget Surplus, Causes of 

inflation 
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National Geography Standards 
 Further details on these standards may be found at 

The National Council for Geographic Education 

(www.ncge.org/geography-for-life)  

 

The Geographically Informed Person knows and understands: 

Essential Element I 

 

THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS 

Standard 1: How to use maps and other geographic 

representations, tools and technologies to acquire, process 

and report information from a spatial perspective. 

Standard 2: How to use mental maps to organize information 

about people, places and environments in a spatial context. 

Standard 3: How to analyze the spatial organization of 

people, places and environments on Earth's surface. 

Essential Element II 

 

PLACES AND REGIONS 

Standard 4: The physical and human characteristics of 

places. 

Standard 5: That people create regions to interpret Earth's 

complexity. 

Standard 6: How culture and experience influence people's 

perceptions of places and regions. 

Essential Element III 

 

PHYSICAL SYSTEMS 

Standard 7: The physical processes that shape the patterns of 

Earth's surface. 

Standard 8: The characteristics and spatial distribution of 

ecosystems on Earth's surface. 

Essential Element IV 

 

HUMAN SYSTEMS 

Standard 9: The characteristics, distribution, and migration 

of human populations on Earth's surface. 

Standard 10: The characteristics, distributions, and 

complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics. 

Standard 11: The patterns and networks of economic 

interdependence on Earth's surface. 

Standard 12: The process, patterns, and functions of human 

settlement. 

Standard 13: How the forces of cooperation and conflict 

among people influence the division and control of Earth's 

surface. 

Standard 14: How human actions modify the physical 

environment. 

Essential Element V 

 

ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY 

Standard 15: How physical systems affect human systems. 

Standard 16: The changes that occur in the meaning, use, 

distribution and importance of resources. 

Essential Element VI 

 

THE USES OF GEOGRAPHY 

Standard 17: How to apply geography to interpret the past. 

Standard 18: How to apply geography to interpret the 

present and plan for the future. 

 

 

http://www.ncge.org/geography-for-life
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National History Standards 
National Center for History in the Schools 

(www.nchs.ucla.edu/standards)  

 

STANDARDS IN HISTORY FOR GRADES K-4 
 

Further details on these standards may be found at 

(www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/standards-for-grades-k-4) 

 

Topic 1 
 

Living and Working Together in 

Families and Communities, 

Now and Long Ago 

Standard 1: Family Life Now and in the Recent Past; 

Family Life in Various Places Long Ago 

Standard 2: History of Students’ Local Community and 

How Communities in North America Varied Long Ago 

Topic 2 
 

The History of the Students’  

Own State or Region 

Standard 3: The People, Events, Problems and Ideas  

that Created the History of Their State 

Topic 3 

 

The History of the United States: 

Democratic Principles and Values 

and the Peoples from Many 

Cultures Who Contributed to Its 

Cultural, Economic and  

Political Heritage 

Standard 4: How Democratic Values Came to Be and 

How They Have Been Exemplified by People, Events 

and Symbols 

Standard 5: The Causes and Nature of Various 

Movements of Large Groups of People into and within 

the United States, Now and Long Ago 

Standard 6: Regional Folklore and Cultural 

Contributions That Helped to Form Our National 

Heritage 

Topic 4 

 

The History of Peoples of 

Many Cultures around the World 

Standard 7: Selected Attributes and Historical 

Developments of Various Societies in Africa, the 

Americas, Asia and Europe 

Standard 8: Major Discoveries in Science and 

Technology, Their Social and Economic Effects, and 

the Scientists and Inventors Responsible for Them 

 

http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/standards
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STANDARDS IN WORLD HISTORY FOR GRADES 5-12 
 

Further details on these standards may be found at 

(www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/world-history-content-standards) 

 

Era 1 

 

The Beginnings of Human Society 

Standard 1: The biological and cultural processes that 

gave rise to the earliest human communities 

Standard 2: The processes that led to the emergence of 

agricultural societies around the world 

Era 2 

 

 

Early Civilizations and the 

Emergence of Pastoral Peoples 

(4000-1000 BCE) 

Standard 1: The major characteristics of civilization and 

how civilizations emerged in Mesopotamia, Egypt and 

the Indus valley 

Standard 2: How agrarian societies spread and new 

states emerged in the third and second millennia BCE 

Standard 3: The political, social and cultural 

consequences of population movements and 

militarization in Eurasia in the second millennium BCE 

Standard 4: Major trends in Eurasia and Africa from 

4000-1000 BCE 

Era 3 

 

 

 

 

Classical Traditions, Major 

Religions and Giant Empires 

(1000 BCE-300 CE) 

Standard 1: Innovation and change from 1000-600 BCE 

horses, ships, iron and monotheistic faith 

Standard 2: The emergence of Aegean civilization and 

how interrelations developed among peoples of the 

eastern Mediterranean and Southwest Asia, 600-200 

BCE 

Standard 3: How major religions and large-scale 

empires arose in the Mediterranean basin, China and 

India, 500 BCE-300 CE 

Standard 4: The development of early agrarian 

civilizations in Mesoamerica 

Standard 5: Major global trends from 1000 BCE-300 CE 

Era 4 

 

 

 

 

 

Expanding Zones of 

Exchange and Encounter 

(300-1000 CE) 

Standard 1: Imperial crises and their aftermath, 300-700 

CE 

Standard 2: Causes and consequences of the rise of 

Islamic civilization in the 7th-10th centuries 

Standard 3: Major developments in East Asia and 

Southeast Asia in the era of the Tang dynasty, 600-900 

CE 

Standard 4: The search for political, social, and cultural 

redefinition in Europe, 500-1000 CE 
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Standard 5: The development of agricultural societies 

and new states in tropical Africa and Oceania 

Standard 6: The rise of centers of civilization in 

Mesoamerica and Andean South America in the first 

millennium CE 

Standard 7: Major global trends from 300-1000 CE 

Era 5 

 

 

 

 

 

Intensified Hemispheric 

Interactions 

(1000-1500 CE) 

Standard 1: The maturing of an interregional system of 

communication, trade and cultural exchange in an era of 

Chinese economic power and Islamic expansion 

Standard 2: The redefining of European society and 

culture, 1000-1300 CE 

Standard 3: The rise of the Mongol empire and its 

consequences for Eurasian peoples, 1200-1350 

Standard 4: The growth of states, towns and trade in 

Sub-Saharan Africa between the 11th and 15th 

centuries 

Standard 5: Patterns of crisis and recovery in Afro-

Eurasia, 1300-1450 

Standard 6: The expansion of states and civilizations in 

the Americas, 1000-1500 

Standard 7: Major global trends from 1000-1500 CE 

Era 6 

 

 

 

 

 

The Emergence of 

the First Global Age 

(1450-1770) 

Standard 1: How the transoceanic interlinking of all 

major regions of the world from 1450-1600 led to 

global transformations 

Standard 2: How European society experienced 

political, economic and cultural transformations in an 

age of global intercommunication, 1450-1750 

Standard 3: How large territorial empires dominated 

much of Eurasia between the 16th and 18th centuries 

Standard 4: Economic, political and cultural 

interrelations among peoples of Africa, Europe, and the 

Americas, 1500-1750 

Standard 5: Transformations in Asian societies in the era 

of European expansion 

Standard 6: Major global trends from 1450-1770 

Era 7 

 

 

 

 

An Age of Revolutions 

(1750-1914) 

Standard 1: The causes and consequences of political 

revolutions in the late 18th and early 19th centuries 

Standard 2: The causes and consequences of the 

agricultural and industrial revolutions, 1700-1850 

Standard 3: The transformation of Eurasian societies in 

an era of global trade and rising European power, 1750-

1870 
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Standard 4: Patterns of nationalism, state-building, and 

social reform in Europe and the Americas, 1830-1914 

Standard 5: Patterns of global change in the era of 

Western military and economic domination, 1800-1914 

Standard 6: Major global trends from 1750-1914 

Era 8 

 

 

 

A Half-Century of 

Crisis and Achievement 

(1900-1945) 

Standard 1: Reform, revolution and social change in the 

world economy of the early century 

Standard 2: The causes and global consequences of 

World War I 

Standard 3: The search for peace and stability in the 

1920s and 1930s 

Standard 4: The causes and global consequences of 

World War II 

Standard 5: Major global trends from 1900 to the end of 

World War II 

Era 9 

 

The 20th Century Since 1945: 

Promises and Paradoxes 

Standard 1: How post-World War II reconstruction 

occurred, new international power relations took shape 

and colonial empires broke up 

Standard 2: The search for community, stability and 

peace in an interdependent world 

Standard 3: Major global trends since World War II 

World History Across the Eras 
Standard 1: Long-term changes and recurring patterns in 

world history 
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STANDARDS IN U.S. HISTORY FOR GRADES 5-12 
 

Further details on these standards may be found at 

(www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards) 

 

Era 1 

 

Three Worlds Meet 

(Beginnings to 1620) 

Standard 1: Comparative characteristics of societies in 

the Americas, Western Europe and Western Africa that 

increasingly interacted after 1450 

Standard 2: How early European exploration and 

colonization resulted in cultural and ecological 

interactions among previously unconnected peoples 

Era 2 

 

 

 

Colonization and Settlement 

(1585-1763) 

Standard 1: Why the Americas attracted Europeans, 

why they brought enslaved Africans to their colonies, 

and how Europeans struggled for control of North 

America and the Caribbean 

Standard 2: How political, religious and social 

institutions emerged in the English colonies 

Standard 3:How the values and institutions of European 

economic life took root in the colonies, and how 

slavery reshaped European and African life in the 

America 

Era 3 

 

 

 

 

Revolution and the New Nation 

(1754-1820s) 

Standard 1: The causes of the American Revolution, the 

ideas and interests involved in forging the 

revolutionary movement and the reasons for the 

American victory 

Standard 2: The impact of the American Revolution on 

politics, economy and society 

Standard 3: The institutions and practices of 

government created during the Revolution and how 

they were revised between 1787 and 1815 to create the 

foundation of the American political system based on 

the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights 

Era 4 

 

 

 

 

Expansion and Reform 

(1801-1861) 

Standard 1: United States territorial expansion between 

1801 and 1861, and how it affected relations with 

external powers and Native Americans 

Standard 2: How the industrial revolution, increasing 

immigration, the rapid expansion of slavery and the 

westward movement changed the lives of Americans 

and led toward regional tensions 

Standard 3: The extension, restriction and 

reorganization of political democracy after 1800 

Standard 4: The sources and character of cultural, 

religious and social reform movements in the 

antebellum period 

  

http://nchs.ucla.edu/standards/era2-5-12.html#C
http://nchs.ucla.edu/standards/era4-5-12.html#B
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Era 5 

 

Civil War and Reconstruction 

(1850-1877) 

Standard 1: The causes of the Civil War 

Standard 2: The course and character of the Civil War 

and its effects on the American people 

Standard 3: How various reconstruction plans 

succeeded or failed 

Era 6 

 

 

 

The Development of 

the Industrial United States 

(1870-1900) 

Standard 1: How the rise of corporations, heavy 

industry, and mechanized farming transformed the 

American people 

Standard 2: Massive immigration after 1870 and how 

new social patterns, conflicts and ideas of national 

unity developed amid growing cultural diversity 

Standard 3: The rise of the American labor movement 

and how political issues reflected social and economic 

changes 

Standard 4: Federal Indian policy and United States 

foreign policy after the Civil War 

Era 7 

 

The Emergence of 

Modern America 

(1890-1930) 

Standard 1: How Progressives and others addressed 

problems of industrial capitalism, urbanization and 

political corruption 

Standard 2: The changing role of the United States in 

world affairs through World War I 

Standard 3: How the United States changed from the 

end of World War I to the eve of the Great Depression 

Era 8 

 

 

The Great Depression 

and World War II 

(1929-1945) 

Standard 1: The causes of the Great Depression and 

how it affected American society 

Standard 2: How the New Deal addressed the Great 

Depression, transformed American federalism and 

initiated the welfare state 

Standard 3: The causes and course of World War II, the 

character of the war at home and abroad and its 

reshaping of the U.S. role in world affairs 

Era 9 

 

 

Postwar United States 

(1945 to early 1970s) 

Standard 1: The economic boom and social 

transformation of postwar United States 

Standard 2: How the Cold War and conflicts in Korea 

and Vietnam influenced domestic and international 

politics 

Standard 3: Domestic policies after World War II 

Standard 4: The struggle for racial and gender equality 

and the extension of civil liberties 

Era 10 
 

Contemporary United States 

(1968 to the present) 

Standard 1: Recent developments in foreign and 

domestic politics 

Standard 2: Economic, social and cultural developments 

in contemporary United States 
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National Social Studies Standards 
Further details on these standards may be found at 

National Council for the Social Studies 

(www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands)  

 

The website defines and explains the ten thematic strands that form the basis of the social 

studies standards. The explanations give examples of questions that are asked within each 

thematic strand, as well as brief overviews of the application of each strand in the early 

grades, middle grades and high school. 

 

 

1. Culture 

2. Time, Continuity, and Change 

3. People, Places, and Environments 

4. Individual Development and Identity 

5. Individuals, Groups, and Institutions 

6. Power, Authority, and Governance 

7. Production, Distribution, and Consumption 

8. Science, Technology, and Society 

9. Global Connections 

10. Civic Ideals and Practices 

 

 

 

http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands
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National Standards for Civics & 

Government 
 

The Center for Civic Education 

(http://new.civiced.org/national-standards-download)  

 

K-4 CONTENT STANDARDS 
 

I. What is Government and What Should It Do? 

A. What is government? 

B. Where do people in government get the authority to make, apply and enforce rules and 

laws and manage disputes about them? 

C. Why is government necessary? 

D. What are some of the most important things governments do? 

E. What are the purposes of rules and laws? 

F. How can you evaluate rules and laws? 

G. What are the differences between limited and unlimited governments? 

H. Why is it important to limit the power of government? 
 

II. What are the Basic Values and Principles of American Democracy? 

A. What are the most important values and principles of American democracy? 

B. What are some important beliefs Americans have about themselves and their 

government? 

C. Why is it important for Americans to share certain values, principles and beliefs? 

D. What are the benefits of diversity in the United States? 

E. How should conflicts about diversity be prevented or managed? 

F. How can people work together to promote the values and principles of American 

democracy? 
 

III. How Does the Government Established by the Constitution Embody the Purposes, 

Values and Principles of American Democracy? 

A. What is the United States Constitution and why is it important? 

B. What does the national government do and how does it protect individual rights and 

promote the common good? 

C. What are the major responsibilities of state governments? 

D. What are the major responsibilities of local governments? 

E. Who represents you in the legislative and executive branches of your local, state and 

national governments? 
 

IV. What is the Relationship of the United States to Other Nations and to World Affairs? 

A. How is the world divided into nations? 

B. How do nations interact with one another? 
 

  

http://new.civiced.org/national-standards-download
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V. What are the Roles of the Citizen in American Democracy? 

A. What does it mean to be a citizen of the United States? 

B. How does a person become a citizen? 

C. What are important rights in the United States? 

D. What are important responsibilities of Americans? 

E. What dispositions or traits of character are important to the preservation and 

improvement of American democracy? 

F. How can Americans participate in their government? 

G. What is the importance of political leadership and public service? 

H. How should Americans select leaders? 

 

5-8 CONTENT STANDARDS 
 

I. What are Civic Life, Politics and Government? 

A. What is civic life? What is politics? What is government? Why are government and 

politics necessary? What purposes should government serve? 

B. What are the essential characteristics of limited and unlimited government? 

C. What are the nature and purposes of constitutions? 

D. What are alternative ways of organizing constitutional governments? 
 

II. What are the Foundations of the American Political System? 

A. What is the American idea of constitutional government? 

B. What are the distinctive characteristics of American society? 

C. What is American political culture? 

D. What values and principles are basic to American constitutional democracy? 
 

III. How Does the Government Established by the Constitution Embody the Purposes, 

Values and Principles of American Democracy? 

1. How are power and responsibility distributed, shared and limited in the government 

established by the United States Constitution? 

2. What does the national government do? 

3. How are state and local governments organized and what do they do? 

4. Who represents you in local, state and national governments? 

5. What is the place of law in the American constitutional system? 

6. How does the American political system provide for choice and opportunities for 

participation? 
 

IV. What is the Relationship of the United States to Other Nations and to World Affairs? 

A. How is the world organized politically? 

B. How has the United States influenced other nations and how have other nations 

influenced American politics and society? 
 

V. What are the Roles of the Citizen in American Democracy? 

A. What is citizenship? 

B. What are the rights of citizens? 

C. What are the responsibilities of citizens? 

D. What dispositions or traits of character are important to the preservation and 

improvement of American constitutional democracy? 

E. How can citizens take part in civic life? 
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9-12 CONTENT STANDARDS 
 

I. What are Civic Life, Politics and Government? 

A. What is civic life? What is politics? What is government? Why are government and 

politics necessary? What purposes should government serve? 

B. What are the essential characteristics of limited and unlimited government? 

C. What are the nature and purposes of constitutions? 

D. What are alternative ways of organizing constitutional governments? 
 

II. What are the Foundations of the American Political System? 

A. What is the American idea of constitutional government? 

B. What are the distinctive characteristics of American society? 

C. What is American political culture? 

D. What values and principles are basic to American constitutional democracy? 
 

III. How Does the Government Established by the Constitution Embody the Purposes, 

Values and Principles of American Democracy? 

A. How are power and responsibility distributed, shared and limited in the government 

established by the United States Constitution? 

B. How is the national government organized and what does it do? 

C. How are state and local governments organized and what do they do? 

D. What is the place of law in the American constitutional system? 

E. How does the American political system provide for choice and opportunities for 

participation? 
 

IV. What is the Relationship of the United States to Other Nations and to World Affairs? 

A. How is the world organized politically? 

B. How do the domestic politics and constitutional principles of the United States affect its 

relations with the world? 

C. How has the United States influenced other nations, and how have other nations 

influenced American politics and society? 
 

V. What are the Roles of the Citizen in American Democracy? 

A. What is citizenship? 

B. What are the rights of citizens? 

C. What are the responsibilities of citizens? 

D. What civic dispositions or traits of private and public character are important to the 

preservation and improvement of American constitutional democracy? 

E. How can citizens take part in civic life? 
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